‘Milestone’  AIDS 
gathering  in  N.Y. 

An  unprecedented  conference  in  New  York 
brings  together  an  unusual  combination  of 
people  involved  in  the  AIDS  crisis ,  including 
activists ,  PWAs  and  bureaucrats 


Featuring:  The  Dog  Collar  Murders  by  Barbara  Wilson, 
OUT/ LOOK  national  lesbian /gay  quarterly ,  Wendel  and 
Morgan  Calabrese  cartoons,  Permanent  Partners  by  Betty 
Berzon,  photographs  of  southern  Italian  youth... 


Community  hospital’s 
funds  slashed 

Ongoing  severe  budget  cuts  and  city  politics  threaten  the 
viability  of  Boston  hospital  that  serves  those  who  cannot 
afford  health  care 


By  Steve  Rose 

NEW  YORK  —  In  what  some  described 
as  a  milestone  in  the  history  of  the  AIDS 
research  crisis,  140  AIDS  activists  —  PWAs, 
researchers,  advocates,  and  high-ranking 
government  bureaucrats  —  spent  a  produc¬ 
tive  three  days  here  at  a  conference  called 
“Organizing  Community-Based  Clinical 
Trials:  Models  for  the  AIDS  Epidemic.” 

The  conference,  held  July  7-9,  brought 
together  officials  from  the  National  In¬ 
stitutes  of  Health  (NIH)  and  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  (FDA)  and  leading 
AIDS  activists  in  an  atmosphere  of  coopera¬ 
tion  and  calm  that  seemed  impossible  just 
last  month,  when  AIDS  activists  stormed 
the  stage  of  the  International  AIDS  Con¬ 
ference  in  Montreal. 

Reflecting  the  new-found  cooperation, 
the  event  was  co-chaired  by  New  York  PWA 
activist  Michael  Callen  and  Donald 
Abrams,  director  of  the  County  Community 
Consortium  (CCC)  of  San  Francisco,  and 
was  organized  with  the  input  and  support  of 
the  American  Foundation  for  AIDS 
Research  (AmFAR)  and  the  National  In¬ 
stitutes  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases 
(NIAID),  which  subsidized  some  of  the 
conference-goers’  expenses. 

As  the  mainstream  press  noted  in  ap¬ 
parent  baffled  amazement,  the  event  mark¬ 
ed  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  AIDS 
crisis  that  members  of  ACT  UP  worked  with 
NIH  officials. 

The  conference  undertook  an  ambitious 
agenda,  designed  primarily  to  educate  new 
community-based  research  organizations  in 
the  basics  of  conducting  AIDS  treatment 
trials.  NIAID  is  seeking  to  win  over 
suspicious  AIDS  activists  and  to  harness  the 
outreach  abilities  and  expertise  of 
community-based  health  care.  “We  see 
community-based  research  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  process,”  said  Lawrence  Deyton, 
NIAID’s  newly  appointed  special  liaison  for 
community-based  AIDS  research. 

During  presentations  by  community 
physicians  and  PWAs,  NIAID  and  FDA  of¬ 
ficials  visibly  winced  as  speakers  decried 
“unethical”  and  “inhumane”  research  pro¬ 
cedures  at  NIAID-supported  hospitals,  in¬ 
cluding  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  in 
Boston. 

Other  agenda  items  included  designing 
research  protocols,  statistics  and  data 
management,  legal  issues,  fundraising,  ap¬ 
propriate  patient  management,  the  use  of 
placebos  in  controlled  experiments,  and 
clinical  endpoints.  Special  panels  addressed 
demographic  and  ethical  concerns,  re¬ 
searcher/clinician  and  AIDS  advocacy 
perspectives. 

Presenters  ranged  from  Callen  and  his 
physician,  Joseph  Sonnabend,  to  AmFAR’s 
Mathilde  Krim,  to  AIDS  Treatment  News 
editor  John  James.  James,  who  supports  the 
CRI  model,  nonetheless  offered  sober  ad¬ 


vice:  “How  do  we  prevent  community- 
based  research  from  being  a  pale  shadow  of 
the  NIH?  CRI  is  a  catchall  for  things  the 
government  researchers  don’t  want  to  do 
because  they  want  to  do  ‘elegant  science.’  ” 

James  and  Sonnabend  were  among  many 
presenters  who  addressed  the  sticky  ethical 
and  scientific  issue  of  clinical  endpoints  in 
research,  that  is,  the  points  at  which  a  treat¬ 
ment  is  deemed  to  have  efficacy  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  group.  “Body  counts  —  deaths  and 
opportunistic  infections  —  are  a  false 
elegance,”  he  said,  “a  procedural  elegance 
for  which  we  are  expected  to  wait.” 

Perhaps  the  most  controversial  guest 
speaker  was  Iris  Davis,  a  Black  woman  who 
serves  a  large  community  of  women  in 
Brooklyn  at  the  Bushwick  Clinic.  Reporting 
that  two  thousand  women  depend  on  two 
physicians,  Davis  described  the  situation  as 
“unethical.”  Lambasting  the  heath  care 
system,  Davis  raised  the  overlapping  issues 
of  class,  race  and  culture  in  urban  centers  af¬ 
fected  by  HIV  disease. 

“You  travel  two  hours  on  a  train  with  a 
fever  of  103,  and  when  you  get  to  see  me,  the 
lab  has  lost  the  bottles  with  your  blood  in  it 
so  I  can’t  help  you....  Do  you  have  a  day 
care  center  within  your  ACTGs  [AIDS  Clin¬ 
ical  Trials  Groups]?  If  you  don’t,  I  can’t 
send  my  women  of  color,  she  stated.  At  one 
point,  a  man  in  the  audience  interjected, 
“Don’t  say  that!”  “Why  not?”  Davis 
bellowed  back.  “It’s  real....  We  have  a  very 
uphill  struggle  to  go.” 

The  issue  of  equitable  access  to  communi¬ 
ty-based  drug  trials  came  up  frequently,  par¬ 
ticularly  during  the  panel  featuring  PWAs 
and  advocates  for  under-represented 
groups.  “The  researchers  told  me  I  was 
lucky  I  didn’t  get  the  placebo  when  they 
unblinded  my  trial,”  said  New  England 
CRI’s  LeBaron  Moseby,  a  Black  gay  man 
and  an  AIDS  research  subject.  “But  I  told 
them  they  were  lucky.” 

Conferees  must  streamline  their  thinking 
about  outreach  by  concentrating  on  “get¬ 
ting  the  drugs  to  people,”  Moseby  said. 
Similarly,  he  chided  researchers  about  the 
absurdity  and  cruelty  of  placebo  controls. 
“You  have  got  to  stop  playing  at  doing 
science,”  he  said,  turning  toward  FDA  of¬ 
ficials.  “Just  get  the  drugs  to  us  and  we’ll 
know  what  to  do  with  them.” 

Two  women  with  AIDS,  prisoners  at  Bed¬ 
ford  Hills  Correctional  Facility,  stressed  the 
desperate  need  for  treatments  in  prisons  and 
the  desire  of  inmates  to  participate.  “Bring 
the  trial  drugs  to  the  people,  but  don’t  treat 
us  like  guinea  pigs,”  pleaded  Caren  Royster. 

Conflicting  approaches  to  access  between 
the  CCC  model  of  San  Francisco  and  its  new 
rival  group,  the  San  Francisco  Research 
Alliance,  and  the  New  York  CRI  were  high- 
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By  Jennie  McKnight 

BOSTON  —  In  the  midst  of  massive 
budget  cuts  last  week  that  have  sent  shock 
waves  through  the  state,  a  budget  crisis  at 
the  local  level  is  brewing  as  funding  for 
Boston  City  Hospital  (BCH)  continues  to  be 
slashed.  While  Boston  Mayor  Ray  Flynn 
publicly  slams  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  for 
brutal  cuts  in  social  services  and  other  areas, 
BCH  staff  and  community  activists  charge 
Flynn  with  the  same  callousness  toward  the 
employees  and  users  of  the  primary  hospital 
in  the  city  for  people  who  cannot  afford 
health  care  —  70  percent  of  whom  are  peo¬ 
ple  of  color.  The  cuts  come  at  a  time  when 
BCH  has  the  fastest  rising  increase  in 
numbers  of  patients  with  AIDS  and  when 
private  health  care  is  increasingly  out  of 
reach  for  many. 

“As  [Flynn]  himself  says,  ‘You  can’t 
balance  the  budget  on  the  backs  of  the  most 
vulnerable.  ’  We  just  want  to  hold  him  to  his 
word,”  said  Arvid  Muller,  a  member  of  the 
BCH  Labor/Community  Coalition.  The  co¬ 
alition  organized  a  rally  of  about  200  BCH 
staff  and  community  members  outside 
Boston  City  Hall  July  19  to  protest  the  most 
recent  BCH  budget  cut  —  an  $8.5  million 
difference  between  the  mayor’s  final  budget 
allotment  for  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Hospitals  (DHH)  for  the  coming  fiscal  year 
and  his  own  DHH  commissioner’s  request 
to  maintain  current  services. 

Many  of  the  speakers  at  the  rally  said  the 
cuts  would  result  in  a  dramatic  reduction  of 
services  which  would  ultimately  cost  lives. 
Since  BCH  is  the  only  hospital  mandated  to 
provide  services  regardless  of  the  patient’s 
ability  to  pay,  people  unable  to  get  care  at 
BCH  will  have  nowhere  to  go,  they  argued. 
In  addition,  many  of  the  services  provided 
at  BCH  are  unavailable  elsewhere,  like  inter¬ 
preter  services  for  patients  who  do  not  speak 
English,  and  support  services  —  like  coun¬ 
seling  and  referral  —  for  people  whose 


health  care  needs  are  not  strictly  medical. 

The  coalition,  which  comprises  the 
unions  that  represent  BCH  employees  and 
community  activists,  is  demanding  that  the 
$8.5  million  Flynn  cut  be  restored  im¬ 
mediately  in  the  supplemental  budget  pro¬ 
cess.  This  proposal,  which  several  city  coun¬ 
cillors  have  said  they  support,  would  require 
the  mayor  to  ask  the  Boston  City  Council 
for  funding  for  BCH  before  seeking  money 
for  any  other  expense  not  covered  by  the 
budget.  Supporters  of  the  coalition  at  the 
rally  represented  a  wide  range  of  community 
groups,  including  the  Boston  Rainbow  Coa¬ 
lition,  Women  Inc.,  Boston  NOW,  ACT 
UP,  the  Chinese  Progressive  Association, 
Health  Care  For  All,  the  Reproductive 
Rights  Coalition  (R2N2),  the  NAACP,  City 
Life,  the  Labor  Page,  and  the  Washington 
Manor  Tenants  Association. 

“We  need  to  make  sure  [Flynn  aide]  Ray 
Dooley  keeps  his  promise  [to  seek  BCH 
funding  first  in  the  supplenjental  budget 
process],”  openly  gay  City  Councilor  David 
Scondras  told  the  ralliers.  But  questions 
about  still  deeper  cuts  in  the  current  BCH 
budget  were  raised  as  rumors  spread  of 
Flynn’s  plan  to  pass  $5  million  of  Boston’s 
local  aid  revenue  losses  (from  the  Dukakis 
budget  ax)  on  to  the  DHH. 

The  timing  of  the  current  BCH  cuts  comes 
on  the  heels  of  a  $4  million  cut  imposed  on 
spending  between  April  and  June  of  this 
year,  which  in  part  led  to  the  elimination  of 
over  200  jobs,  most  through  layoffs  that 
happened  last  month.  In  addition,  contract 
negotiations  are  underway  with  several 
bargaining  units  representing  hospital  staff. 
These  factors,  in  addition  to  the  increased 
need  for  BCH  services  and  city  plans  to  fur¬ 
ther  cut  back,  have  resulted  in  a  growing 
sense  of  anger  and  urgency  at  BCH. 

“When  Ray  Flynn  cut  $8  million  from  the 

Continued  on  page  3 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“In  Florida,  retirees  are  working  at 
McDonald’s  because  there’s  not  enough 
kids  to  do  it.” 

—  Anti-abortionist  Robert  Marshall 
explaining  why  his  organization,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Life  League,  opposes  abortion  and  birth 
control,  in  the  Boston  Globe.  Marshal  said 
one  reason  the  U.S.  should  be  concerned 
about  birth  control  and  abortion  is  because 
they  have  created  a  decline  in  U.  S.  popula¬ 
tion  and  cited  the  fast  food  situation  in 
Florida  as  a  prime  example. 


For  a  nickel  I  will 

NEW  YORK  —  Actress  Sigourney 
Weaver,  who  played  the  tough-as-nails 
dyke’s-wet-dream  space  explorer  in  Aliens 
and  who  was  recently  nominated  for  two 
Academy  Awards,  told  People  magazine 
that  she  now  charges  autograph  seekers  a 
dollar  a  pop  for  her  Jane  Hancock.  Weaver 
donates  all  the  money  she  collects  to  AIDS 
research. 

“So  far,  I’ve  gotten  several  hundred 
dollars,  nobody  refuses.  Some  say,  ‘Here’s 
$20’  ...  It  changes  the  whole  experience  of 
giving  out  autographs.  It  stops  being  about 
being  a  celebrity  and  becomes  two  people 
sharing,”  she  said.  Weaver  said  she  got  the 
idea  from  actress  Celeste  Holm  who,  at  50 
cents  an  autograph,  has  collected  $20,000 
for  UNICEF  over  the  past  two  decades. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 


No  closet  for  Cris 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Women’s  music 

icon  Cris  Williamson  recently  “avoided” 
coming  out  in  an  interview  in  the 
Washington  Blade.  The  Blade  reported  that 
when  asked  about  her  own  coming  out  pro¬ 
cess,  Williamson  said,  “I’m  not.  People 
make  that  assumption.” 

Williamson  (along  with  Holly  Near  and 
Meg  Christian,  with  whom  Williamson 
worked  for  years)  helped  define  and  shape 
“women’s  music”  in  the  early  1970s. 
“Women  were  looking  for  self-contained 
strong  women  and  I  was  one,”  Williamson 
told  the  Blade.  She  said  that  she  “sings  to 
people,”  and  that  her  music  “is  not  gender- 
oriented.”  And  although  Williamson 
recognizes  that  most  of  her  fans  are  women, 
she  said,  “in  my  mind  the  audience  is  the 
world.” 

Not  surprisingly,  Williamson’s  interview 
seems  to  have  touched  a  few  nerves.  A  re¬ 
cent  issue  of  the  Blade  printed  a  letter  that 
Williamson  sent  to  “clarify  and  explain 
some  things.”  She  “clarifies”  her  response 
to  the  coming  out  question  by  writing, 
“What  I  meant.. .was  that  I  have  never  felt 
like  I  was  in  a  closet,  so  there  has  been  no 
‘coming  out  of  the  closet’  for  me.” 

In  the  only  reference  to  lesbians  in  her  let¬ 
ter,  Williamson  wrote,  “...I  want  women  to 
know  that  I  will  continue  to  work  and  sup¬ 
port  Lesbian  and  Gay  rights  in  this  world,  as 
well  as  the  rights  of  all  people  who  need  to 
be  free.” 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Feminists  say 
abortion  pill  will  be 
available  soon 

WASHINGTON  —  Leaders  of  major 
U.S.  mainstream  feminist  organizations  say 
they  believe  that  RU486  (also  known  as  the 
abortion  pill)  will  soon  be  available  in  the 
U.S.  Representatives  from  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  and  the 
Fund  for  the  Feminist  Majority  (FFM) 


recently  returned  from  a  fact-finding  mis¬ 
sion  in  Europe  and  are  speaking  out  about 
the  controversial  pill  which  is  currently 
available  only  in  France. 

NOW  and  FFM  both  say  that  RU486  will 
be  in  this  country,  either  legally  or  illegally, 
within  two  to  five  years.  Many  believe  that 
the  promising  drug,  which  has  had  a  95  per¬ 
cent  effective  rate  in  terminating  pregnan¬ 
cies,  is  a  major  breakthrough  in  abortion 
technology  and  could  change  the  terms  of 
the  abortion  debate  in  this  country.  No  U.S. 
drug  companies,  however,  have  applied  to 
market  RU486  in  the  United  States,  partly 
due  to  pressure  from  anti-abortion  groups 
such  as  “Operation  Rescue.” 

“RU486  can  save  so  many  lives  that  we 
are  determined  to  build  a  network  both  na¬ 
tionally  and  internationally  to  ensure  that  its 
research  and  development  proceeds  as  fast 
as  possible.  I  can’t  believe  that  the  medical 
community  of  this  country  and  the  health 
establishment  as  a  whole  would  allow  a 
small  group  of  people  to  keep  a  drug  of  such 
promise  out  of  the  United  Sates,  and  I  know 
the  feminist  community  will  not  allow  it,” 
said  Molly  Yard,  president  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  in  Sojourner. 

RU486  is  an  antiprogestin  that  is  taken 
orally  and  is  currently  given  only  under 
medical  supervision.  The  patient  takes  three 
pills  and  goes  back  to  the  clinic  two  days 
later  for  a  shot  of  a  synthetic  prostaglandin. 
Taken  this  way,  RU486  has  proved  to  be  ef¬ 
fective  95  percent  of  the  time.  The  pill  can  be 
taken  up  to  as  long  as  between  five  and 
seven  weeks  of  gestation. 

RU486  could  potentially  replace  50  per¬ 
cent  of  abortions  worldwide,  but  the  drug 
looks  promising  in  other  ways  as  well.  It  is 
currently  being  used  to  treat  or  possibly  pre¬ 
vent  breast  cancer,  glaucoma,  meningioma, 
and  endometriosis. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

AZT  to  be  given  to 
pregnant  women 

WASHINGTON  —  For  the  first  time,  the 
effects  of  AZT  in  pregnant  women  will  be 
studied  in  a  clinical  trial.  The  National  In¬ 
stitute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases 
(NIAID)  announced  July  10  that  the  study 
will  be  the  first  step  in  determining  whether 
giving  AZT  to  pregnant  women  who  are 
HIV  positive  can  prevent  the  transmission 
of  HIV  from  women  to  their  babies.  HIV  is 
a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of 
AIDS. 

NIAID  reports  that  more  than  1 ,600  cases 
of  AIDS  in  children  since  1981.  More  than 
80  percent  of  these  cases  are  the  result  of  the 
transmission  of  HIV  from  pregnant  women 
to  to  their  babies.  Little  is  known  about  how 
the  transmission  occurs,  but  NIAID  says  the 
likelihood  of  the  transmission  of  HIV  from 
an  HIV  positive  woman  to  her  baby  is  bet¬ 
ween  25  and  40  percent. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

But  everybody’s 
doing  it 

MORA,  Minn.  —  The  oddly-named  Con¬ 
cerned  Parents  for  Abstinence  succeeded  in 
forcing  the  local  school  board  to  remove 
AIDS  and  sex  education  from  the  cur¬ 
riculum  back  in  May,  according  to  a  story  in 
Equal  Time.  On  July  23,  ACT  UP  plans  to 
fight  back  with  a  demonstration  at  the  street 
intersection  where  the  town’s  Assembly  of 
God,  Lutheran  and  Catholic  churches  are 
located.  Activists  from  the  Twin  Cities, 
Duluth,  and  St.  Cloud  are  expected  to 
rendezvous  for  the  demonstration. 

The  Illusion  Theater’s  performance  of  a 
play  Amazing  Grace  touched  off  the  con¬ 
troversy.  David  Squire,  an  Assembly  of  God 
pastor,  addressed  the  audience  before  a  per¬ 
formance  at  the  Mora  High  School 
Auditorium:  “Parts  of  the  play  seem  to  en¬ 
dorse  homosexuality  as  an  acceptable  alter¬ 
native  life  style.  We  believe  it  is  an  aberrant 
life  style  and  a  perversion  of  natural  desire. 
Obviously,  homosexuals  are  unable  to 
reproduce  themselves  and  usually  depend 
on  recruitment  to  increase  their  numbers.” 
Concerned  Parents  for  Abstinence  ad¬ 
vocates  developing  a  “positive,  moral”  ap¬ 
proach  that  promotes  abstinence  until  mar¬ 
riage. 

□  Marc  Stein 
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TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Mexico  City 

$299  RT 

Los  Angeles 

$280  RT 

San  Francisco 

$278  RT 

Montreal 

$124  RT 

Miami 

$198  RT 

New  Orleans 

$278  RT 

Caracas 

$343  RT 

All  fares  round  trip  and  subject  to 

availability. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


HEALING  SERVICES 
FOR  ALL  AFFECTED 
BY  AIDS 


For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  families  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

August  15th,  7:30  PM 
1st  Baptist  Church 
110  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Boston 


Sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force 
on  AIDS 

For  more  information: 

(617)  628-7665 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


♦ 

WE’RE 

TALKING 

ABOUT 

AIDS 

Support  groups  now  forming  at 
Project  Aware  for  individuals  with 
AIDS  and  AIDS  Related  Complex 
(ARC),  and  those  who  have  tested 
HIV  positive.' 

Project  Aware  is  an  AIDS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  educational  program  of 
Stanley  Street  Treatment  and 
Resources.  For  more  information, 
call  679-5222.  Confidentiality 
assured. 


Center  for  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Problems 

386  Stanley  Street,  Fall  River,  MA  02720 

679-5222 

A  United  Way  Agency 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GAY  VIDEO 

Don’t  buy  or  rent  another  gay  video¬ 
tape  until  you've  seen  the  Bijou  Video 
Sales  catalog.  It  has  descriptions  of 
over  1400  titles,  plus 
hundreds  of  photos, 
many  in  color.  This  is 
yourgay  video  resource 
book!  To  order,  send 
your  name,  address,  a 
signed  statement  that 
you  are  over  21,  and  $15  (catalog 
comes  with  $10  rebate  coupon)  to: 
Dept.  BO,  Bijou  Video  Sales,  1 363  N. 
Wells,  Chicago,  IL  60610.  Or  call 
1  -800-932-71 1 1 .  (Please  tell  us  if  you 
also  wish  to  be  on  our  confidential 
mailing  list.) 
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Peptide-T  praised  at 
forum 

The  co-developers  of  the  promising  drug  speak  at  the  first 
in  a  series  of  public  discussions  sponsored  by  CRINE 


By  Mike  Friedman 

BOSTON  —  About  50  people  turned  out 
July  12  to  hear  from  the  co-developers  of 
Peptide-T,  a  promising  new  drug,  at  the  first 
public  forum  sponsored  by  the  Community 
Research  Initiative  of  New  England 
(CRINE).  CRINE  is  planning  to  hold  a 
series  of  lectures  and  discussions  about  new 
AIDS  treatments  as  part  of  its  “ongoing 
commitment  to  the  widest  possible  dissemi¬ 
nation  of  AIDS  information,”  said  Steven 
Busby,  a  CRINE  board  member. 

Candace  Pert,  a  neuropharmacologist  at 
the  National  Institute  of  Mental  Health 
(NIMH),  and  Micheal  Ruff,  a  researcher  in 
the  Cellular  Immunology  Section  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Institute  of  Dental  Research,  first 
began  work  on  Peptide-T  in  1987. 

Studies  of  Peptide-T  were  first  conducted 
in  Sweden  in  1986.  The  drug  was  given  to 
four  PWAs  who  experienced  weight  gain, 
clearing  up  of  AIDS-related  skin  conditions, 
and  improvements  in  thrush  and  PCP.  Al¬ 
though  the  Swedish  findings  were  reported 
in  the  British  medical  journal  Lancet  in 
1987,  the  trial  was  cut  short  by  the  arrival  of 
AZT  in  Sweden. 

In  March,  1987,  Pert,  Ruff  and  Dr.  Fred¬ 
erick  Goodwin,  the  director  of  NIMH,  ap¬ 
peared  before  a  National  Institute  of  Allergy 
and  Infectious  Diseases  (NIAID)  AIDS 
Clinical  Treatment  Unit  Committee  to  push 
for  federally  sponsored  Peptide-T  trials.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Wynne  Beebe  of  the  Integra  In¬ 
stitute,  a  non-profit  research  organization 
which  is  helping  to  put  together  the  trials  of 
Peptide-T,  several  of  the  doctors  were 
hostile  to  Peptide-T  because  of  their  own 
competing  drug,  CD4.  One  of  these  re¬ 
searchers,  Martin  Hirsch  of  Harvard 
University  reportedly  cut  off  Pert  in  the 
middle  of  her  presentation  and  began  to  yell 
at  her  and  her  colleagues.  He  alleged  that  no 
one  had  been  able  to  replicate  Pert  and 
Ruff’s  experiments  with  Peptide-T.  When 
asked  to  disclose  which  labs  had  conducted 
further  Peptide-T  experiments,  Hirsch,  ap¬ 
parently  violating  the  principle  of  open 
scientific  research,  told  Pert  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  would  discuss  it  when  she  was  out  of 
the  room.  Hirsch  then  physically  pushed 
Pert,  Ruff  and  Goodwin  out  of  the  room. 

Despite  such  opposition  to  Peptide-T, 
trials  began  at  the  University  of  Southern 


California  (USC)  in  late  1987  and  have  con¬ 
tinued  for  the  past  18  months.  During  the 
question  and  answer  period  at  the  CRINE 
forum,  Ruff  said  all  22  of  the  patients  at 
USC  had  reported  improvements  in  their 
condition,  and  that  none  had  come  down 
with  any  opportunistic  infections  while  tak¬ 
ing  Peptide-T.  She  added  that  there  are  no 
side  effects  associated  with  Peptide-T. 

Excitement  over  Peptide-T 

Fred  Mandel,  Executive  Director  of 
CRINE,  called  Peptide-T  a  “new  and  ex¬ 
citing  part  of  the  medical  scene.”  In  her 
discussion  of  Peptide-T,  Pert  said  that  there 
has  been  a  “revolution”  in  the  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  body  that  has  been  brought  about 
by  AIDS.  “AIDS  is  teaching  us  that  disease 
always  includes  the  mind  and  the 
body... AIDS  is  teaching  us  how  the  ‘mind- 
body’  works.”  During  the  late  1970s  and 
early  1980s,  Pert  said,  new  research  deter¬ 
mined  the  existence  of  “receptors”  for 
various  substances  located  in  the  brain. 
These  receptors,  for  such  things  as  opium, 
allow  the  cells  to  be  affected  by  a  substance 
entering  the  body. 

Pert  said  HIV,  a  virus  thought  by  many  to 
be  a  cause  of  AIDS,  attaches  itself  to  a 
naturally  occuring  receptor  called  CD4. 
These  receptors,  which  contain  a  substance 
called  VIP,  are  located  on  several  different 
kinds  of  cells  found  in  the  thymus  gland,  in¬ 
testine,  immune  system,  and  in  the  front  of 
the  brain.  Pert  explained  that  these  recep¬ 
tors  regulate  the  ability  of  the  various  body 
parts  to  work  together.  After  HIV  attaches 
itself  to  the  receptor,  it  begins  to  release  a 
toxic  protein  called  GP120.  Peptide-T, 
which  is  given  intra-nasally,  can  dislodge 
HIV  from  the  CD4  receptor,  thus  prevent¬ 
ing  infection  of  additional  cells.  By  mimick¬ 
ing  the  actions  of  VIP,  Pert  hopes  it  will 
stimulate  the  cell  and  downgrade  the  action 
of  the  HIV  virus.  In  addition,  Peptide-T  can 
help  relieve  the  toxic  effects  of  GP120, 
which  has  been  shown  to  be  one  of  the  most 
powerful  neurotoxins  in  existence. 

The  Integra  Institute  is  providing  the  seed 
money,  estimated  at  $500,000  for  the 
CRINE/Fenway  trial  of  Peptide-T  in  Bos- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Mass.  Rep.  tries  to  add 
anti-gay/les  foster  policy 
to  budget 


By  Liz  Galst 

BOSTON  —  In  an  attempt  to  turn  guber¬ 
natorial  policy  into  law,  State  Represen¬ 
tative  Marie  Parente  (D-Milford)  managed 
to  attach  onto  the  supplemental  budget  bill 
an  amendment  that  would  prohibit  the  state  from 
placing  foster  children  in  lesbian  and  gay 
households.  The  amendment  was  later  killed 
in  the  House/Senate  conference  committee. 

According  to  Arline  Isaacson,  co-chair  of 
the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Caucus,  Parente’s  amendment  was 
added  to  the  supplemental  budget  bill  in 
such  a  way  as  to  make  the  bill  law  indefinite¬ 
ly.  Most  amendments  to  the  bill  are  valid  on¬ 
ly  for  fiscal  year  1989.  “We  tried  to  have  the 
House  leadership  go  through  the  amend¬ 
ments  out  of  order,  voting  on  the  ones  that 
everyone  was  going  to  approve  first,  and 
then  leaving  the  controversial  amendments 
for  last.  Parente  caught  them  at  it,  and  she 
ran  up  to  the  podium  and  started  screaming 
and  yelling.  We  tried  to  call  a  ‘PQ,’  to  have 
them  call  the  question  immediately,  but  you 
need  a  two-thirds  majority  for  that,  about 
100  and  something  votes  and  we  only  had 
about  95.  While  we  were  out  strategizing,  we 
got  news  that  Parente  got  the  amendment 
passed  on  a  voice  vote. 

“Parente  didn’t  think  fast  enough  to  get 
her  amendment  added  on  to  the  Senate  bill, 
so  when  the  bill  came  to  the  conference  com¬ 
mittee,  [Rep.  Richard]  Voke  (chair  of  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee)  and 
[Sen.  Patricia]  McGovern  just  decided  to 


eliminate  it.” 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee 
member  Mara  Math  described  the  Parente 
amendment  as  “an  attempt  to  legitimize  her 
own  homophobic  agenda.  I  don’t  think  it’s 
a  coincidence  that  she’s  pushing  this  at  a 
time  when  a  gay  rights  bill,  albeit  a  limited 
gay  rights  bill,  may  pass.” 

“As  long  as  Dukakis  is  governor,  it 
doesn’t  make  a  difference  if  the  foster  care 
policy  is  statute  or  not,”  commented  Don 
Gorton  of  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian/Gay 
Political  Alliance  (GBL/GPA).  Gorton  ad¬ 
ded  that  the  real  battle  against  the  homophobic 
foster  care  policy  must  be  waged  on  several 
fronts.  Because  the  foster  care  policy  was 
not  passed  into  law,  it  can  simply  be  over¬ 
turned  by  the  next  governor.  “Both  [Frank] 
Bellotti  and  [Evelyn]  Murphy  oppose  the 
policy.” 

GBL/GPA  is  challenging  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  foster  care  policy  in  court, 
where  their  suit  has  remained  in  the 
discovery  stage,  the  stage  in  which  lawyers 
must  produce  enough  evidence  to  substan¬ 
tiate  a  case,  since  1985. 

Math  suggested  that  the  Parente  amend¬ 
ment  is  a  challenge  to  supporters  of  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  civil  rights  bill.  “Parente’s 
bigotry  points  up  that  we  can  not  stop  with  a 
gay  rights  bill  that  primarily  relates  to  our 
rights  in  the  marketplace.  We  need  a  les- 
bian/gay  rights  bill  that  acknowledges  our 
full  humanity.”  □ 


OUT!  protests  unspent 
AIDS  money 

WASHINGTON  —  Thirteen  members  of  the  D.C.  direct  action  group  OUT!  (Oppression  Under 
Target!)  chained  themselves  to  two  doors  at  city  hall,  and  blocked  entrance  to  the  city  council’s  meeting. 
Three  were  arrested  for  disorderly  conduct  and  the  others  were  charged  with  blocking  a  public  entrance. 
High-strength  Kryptonite  cycle  locks  kept  the  doors  closed  long  after  the  protesters  were  taken  into 
custody. 

"City  officials  say  District  government  is  too  broke  to  respond  adequately  to  the  AIDS  crisis,”  said  Phil 
Fornaci,  a  member  of  OUT!  “We  say  if  D.C.  won't  make  AIDS  a  top  priority,  then  there  can  be  no  more 
business  as  usual.  AIDS  funding  is  not  expendable." 

All  1 3  were  released  on  $50  bail.  □  John  Zeh 


Hospital  funds 

Continued  from  page  I 


budget,”  said  BCH  clerk  Gretchen  Meyers, 
“he  was  saying  to  the  people  who  work  and 
utilize  BCH  ‘Shrivel  up  and  die.’”  Meyers 
said  the  cuts  would  be  devastating  at  a  time 
when  the  need  for  BCH  services  are  on  the 
rise.  She,  like  many  who  spoke  at  the  rally, 
said  the  problem  lies  in  the  politics  of 
Flynn’s  plan  to  build  a  modern,  more  effi¬ 
cient  BCH. 

Neither  the  mayor’s  office  nor  the  com¬ 
missioner  of  DHH  returned  GOV'S  calls 
before  press  time. 

‘Getting  his  name  on  a  goddamned  building’ 

Despite  the  statewide  panic  over  the 
Dukakis  budget  slashings  and  the  drying  up 
of  federal  funding  during  this  decade, 
Flynn’s  critics  —  and  even  his  own  aide, 
Dooley  —  say  the  BCH  cuts  are  not  a  result 
of  immediate  economic  crisis.  All  agree  that 
the  city’s  plans  to  build  a  new  BCH  are  the 
subtext  to  current  budget  maneuverings. 
The  plans,  and  the  assumptions  that  went 
into  them,  are  the  primary  sources  of  con¬ 
tention. 

Martha  Hams,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
House  Officers  Association,  which 
represents  interns  and  residents  at  BCH,  ex¬ 
plained  that  unlike  many  large  components 
of  the  city  budget,  like  schools,  DHH  ac¬ 
tually  contributes  to  city  revenues.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  in  fiscal  year  1989  the  total  DHH 
budget  was  $174  million,  but  the  depart¬ 
ment  brought  in  $155  million,  through 
Medicaid,  Medicare,  and  other  reimburse¬ 
ment  sources.  So  the  actual  city  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  DHH  budget  was  only  $19 
million  —  less  than  three  percent  of  the  total 
city  budget.  And  although  the  city  spent 
money  for  DHH  —  which  covers  not  only 
BCH  but  also  Mattapan  and  Long  Island 
Chronic  disease  hospitals,  the  city’s  com¬ 
munity  health  services  and  ambulance  ser¬ 
vice  —  during  the  early  1980s  DHH  actually 
generated  a  surplus,  which  allowed  Flynn  to 
balance  city  budgets. 

Meanwhile  the  city  has  spent  almost  no 
money  to  upgrade  BCH  facilities.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Hams,  while  almost  every  other 
hospital  in  the  area  has  rebuilt  within  the  last 
ten  years,  BCH  “has  been  starved  from  a 
capital  standpoint  for  the  last  50  years.” 

In  1985  planners  hired  by  the  city  put 
forth  a  proposal  to  build  a  modern  BCH. 
Since  that  proposal  was  made,  the  cost  of 
the  new  facility  has  been  scaled  back  from 
$102  million  to  $77  million.  City  planners 
have  said  their  goal  is  to  have  DHH  revenues 
themselves  pay  for  the  new  facility,  which 
BCH  staff  and  others  say  is  outrageous  and 
unfair,  since  the  facilities  have  been 
neglected  for  so  long.  In  addition,  critics  of 
the  proposal  say  the  planners  and  budget 
cutters  made  unrealistic  assumptions  about 
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the  needs  and  economics  involved. 

One  of  the  first  criticisms  leveled  at  the 
new  facility  plan  is  that  it  has  no  provision 
for  the  rise  in  the  numbers  of  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs)  who  need  to  use  BCH 
facilities.  Given  the  changing  demographics 
of  the  epidemic  in  Boston  —  in  which  an  in¬ 
creasing  number  people  of  color,  poor  peo¬ 
ple  and  IV  drug  users,  and  their  sex  partners 
and  children  are  being  diagnosed  —  the 
number  of  PWAs  using  BCH  is  increasing 
75  percent  a  year.  In  1986,  the  year  after  the 
plan  was  approved,  four  to  five  PWAs  were 
hospitalized  at  BCH  on  any  given  day.  Now 
there  are  25.  By  1993,  when  the  new  facility 
should  be  completed,  that  number  is 
estimated  to  be  between  80  and  120.  Yet  the 
new  hospital  will  actually  have  56  fewer  beds 
than  the  current  facility. 

Hams  added  that  the  planners  made 
assumptions  about  needs  based  on  data  that 
does  not  apply  to  BCH.  While  other 
hospitals  in  the  state  do,  in  fact,  have  signifi¬ 
cant  numbers  of  empty  beds,  she  said  BCH 
often  runs  at  over  90  percent  capacity  and 
sometimes  over  100.  Again,  given  the  pro¬ 
jections  about  the  AIDS  epidemic,  the  rising 
numbers  of  people  who  can’t  afford  care, 
increased  homelessness,  drug-related  health 
care  costs  and  the  persistence  of  other  social 
forces  that  utilize  BCH  resources  —  like 
rape,  abuse,  malnutrition  and  poverty, 
planning  for  a  smaller  hospital  with  fewer 
staff  will  result  in  a  health  care  access  crisis, 
according  to  Hams. 

In  addition  to  irresponsible  need  and 
budget  projections,  the  planners  are  under¬ 
mining  the  revenue  potential  of  the  new 
facility,  according  to  Hams.  Since  reim¬ 
bursements  for  care  are  the  source  of  BCH 
income,  cutting  services  will  inevitably 
result  in  lost  federal  and  state  money  for  the 
city,  she  reasons. 

Meyers,  who  said  staff  and  community 
response  to  the  cuts  would  escalate  if  the 
funding  and  services  were  not  restored,  of¬ 
fered  this  analysis:  “Flynn  wanted  to  get  his 
name  on  a  goddamned  building.  At  the  rate 
it’s  going,  that  state  of  the  art  facility  is  not 
going  to  have  any  patients  or  any  workers 
because  there  won’t  be  anything  left.”  □ 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials '  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (’indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


Win,  Lose  or  Draw 


join  GCN  on  Thursday,  July  27,  at  8  p.m.  for 

an  evening  of  sit-at-the-edge-of-your-seat 
gameshow  fun  at  Club  Cabaret  (209  Columbus 
Ave.,  Boston).  Contestants  will  be  playing  'Win, 
Lose  or  Draw,’  the  television  version  of  Pictionary. 
All  proceeds  of  the  $5  admission  will  benefit  GCN. 
See  next  week's  paper  for  other  events  during  the 
Summer  Games  series,  sponsored  by  Club  Cabaret 
to  benefit  organizations  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Thanks,  Club  Cabaret! 


Hello/Goodbye 

Didn't  we  just  say  goodbye  to  a  whole  bunch  of 
collective  members  and  hello  to  a  whole  bunch  of 
new  ones!  Has  GCN  never  heard  of  separation  anx¬ 
iety! 

Fare-thee- wells  are  in  order  to  our  outgoing 
Coordinating  Editor,  Marc  Stein,  who  taught  us 
that  working  at  GCN  is  a  twenty-four-hour-a-day- 
job.  “Just  because  you  have  to  sleep  at  night,”  he 
seems  to  have  said,  “doesn't  mean  you  can’t  fund¬ 
raise  while  you’re  doing  so."  Oh,  how  well  miss 
his  laughter,  the  honking  as  he  blows  his  nose,  and 
the  reams  and  reams  of  memos  composed  just  for 
us.  Mr.  Stein  is  off  to  gradual  school,  where  he  will 
be  working  on  some  sort  of  high-falutin’  advanced 
history  degree.  No  one  will  forget  the  history  he 
made  here  when  he  established  GCN's  first-ever 
Promotions  Fund,  to  get  this  old  dog  of  a  rag  into 
more  hands  in  more  places.  Keep  in  touch,  Marc! 

So,  who  could  possibly  take  Marc’s  place?  Why, 
none  other  than  ongoing  Prisoner  Project  volunteer 
Natalie  Diffloth,  of  course.  Natalie,  who  is  ex¬ 
tremely  nice  and  appears  soft-spoken  actually 
studies  Karate  and  isn’t  afraid  to  use  her  skills. 
We're  looking  forward  to  a  combination  staff 
meeting/cement  block  breaking  demonstration  in 
the  near  future  and  wish  Natalie  the  very  best  of 
luck  as  she  tries  to  untangle  the  complicated  jumble 
of  job  responsibilities  that  come  with  the  Coor¬ 
dinating  Editor  position. 

Fred  Gorman,  a  former  Board  member,  recently 
took  over  the  Art  Director  position  on  a  temporary 
basis.  Fred's  beautiful  layout  and  artwork  will  grace 
our  pages  for  the  entire  summer,  that  is,  if  we  can 
keep  him  from  skulking  around  those  South  End  art 
studios  soaking  up  the  atmosphere  and  stealing 
wildly  artistic  ideas. 

Sad  to  say,  but  we're  telling  you,  we  must  say 
“so  long"  to  Liz  Galst,  who  was  Art  Director  for  a 
year.  Missing  her  is  something  that  we  will  be  do¬ 
ing,  all  of  us,  readers  and  collective  members  alike. 
Besides  writing  in  her  inimitable  Galstian  style,  Liz 
broke  new  ground  with  her  extensive  outreach  to 
graphic  artists  and  found  many  an  opportunity  to 
use  Village  Voice  Trendy  Style  headlines  on  feature 
articles.  This  is  truly  a  skill  that  will  come  in  handy 
for  the  rest  of  her  life!  We  wish  you  the  very  best  of 
luck,  Liz. 

“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Utters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Author  Neil  Miller's  ‘non- 
judgmental  approach* 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  dismayed  to  read  Donald  Stone’s 
review  of  my  friend  Neil  Miller’s  book,  In 
Search  of  Gay  America  [see  GCN,  July 
16-22],  In  his  eagerness  to  discredit  the  book 
and  its  author.  Stone  distorts  not  only  the 
main  thesis  of  Neil’s  book,  but  also  the  lives 
of  several  of  the  people  he  interviewed.  In 
Search  of  Gay  America  is  an  account  that 
explores  the  enormous  diversity  within  our 
community  and  extolls  not  any  one  par¬ 
ticular  lifestyle,  but  rather  the  availability  of 
an  increasing  number  of  options  for  gay 


people  across  the  country,  in  places  as  dif¬ 
ferent  as  San  Francisco  and  Bunceton, 
Missouri  (pop.  418).  One  of  the  book’s  great 
virtues  is  that  Neil  reports  on  the  lives  of  his 
subjects  without  judging  them. 

It  is  this  very  point  that  seems  to  irritate 
Stone  most.  He  seems  to  want  the  author  to 
condemn  small-town  gays  for  staying  close 
to  their  roots  at  the  expense  of  becoming  a 
part  of  an  urban  gay  world.  And  he  chides 
Neil  for  daring  to  suggest  that  a  black  gay 
man  has  “come  home”  by  worshipping  in  a 
black  gay  evangelical  church,  without  say¬ 
ing  that  this  man  joined  the  church  after 
several  years  as  a  “Moonie.”  Stone  unfairly 
implies  that  the  openly  gay  mayor  of  a  small 
Missouri  town  is  politically  retrograde  for 
choosing  not  to  hold  his  lover’s  hand  in 
public,  neglecting  to  mention  that  the  mayor 
made  a  very  public  appearance  on  Nightline 
to  discuss  his  homosexuality. 

Apparently,  Neil’s  non-judgmental  ap¬ 
proach  to  his  subjects  is  acceptable  only 
when  it  suits  Stone’s  political  agenda.  Thus 
Neil  is  praised  for  the  “brilliance”  of  his 
portrait  of  Susie  Bright,  editor  of  On  Our 
Backs  —  Stone,  we  assume,  is  comfortable 
with  Bright’s  view  of  lesbian  sexuality  —  but 
is  scolded  for  not  taking  to  task  a  lesbian 
college  professor  who  chooses  to  stay  in 
Fargo,  North  Dakota  and  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  non-gay  civic  activities  in  her 
life. 

The  reviewer  also  takes  a  completely  un¬ 
fair  swipe  at  Neil’s  view  of  gay  parenting. 
The  chapter  in  In  Search  of  Gay  America  re¬ 
counting  the  story  of  two  lesbians  in 
Newton,  Mass,  having  a  child  through  ar¬ 
tificial  insemination  and  the  chapter 
describing  the  Boston  foster  care  case  are 
both  extraordinarily  positive.  Yet  because 
Neil  uses  the  word  “unusual”  to  describe 
the  wide  range  of  complicated  parenting  ar¬ 
rangements  pioneered  by  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  his  ground-breaking  reportage  on  the 
subject  is  dismissed  as  if  it  were  written  by 
Phyllis  Schlafley. 

Stone’s  final  comment,  that  the  “time  of 
change,”  as  described  in  the  book, 
represents  a  “turn  for  the  worse”  leads  me 
to  conclude  that  the  reviewer  does  not' 
believe  in  free  choice  for  gay  people.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  the  stance  Stone  seems  to  take,  we 
shouldn’t  have  the  right  to  choose  from 
among  the  same  options  (some  admittedly 
dull,  some  potentially  less  fulfilling  than 
others,  some  certainly  more  “traditional” 
than  others)  as  everyone  else  in  this  society. 
We  should  restrict  ourselves  to  living  in  ur¬ 
ban  gay  ghettoes  and  become  his  version  of 
good,  politically  correct  homos.  Fortunate¬ 
ly,  in  In  Search  of  Gay  America,  Neil  Miller 
takes  a  more  pluralistic  view  of  things. 

Yours  truly, 
Steven  McCauley 
Somerville,  Mass. 

‘Gay  America'  lets  subjects 
speak  for  themselves 

Dear  GCN: 

In  reviewing  Neil  Miller’s  In  Search  of 
Gay  America  [GCN,  July  9-15],  Donald 
Stone  seems  angered  by  Miller’s  non- 
judgmental  portrayal  of  gay  people  who 
have  “made  peace  with  their  origins”  often 
at  the  expense  of  “de-emphasizing”  their 
sexual  preference.  Does  Stone  think  that 
every  gay  person  should  head  for  a  coastal 
gay  city  and  live  in  a  generally  white  and 
middle-class  gay  ghetto  in  order  to  be 
liberated?  To  my  mind,  the  appeal  of 
Miller’s  book  is  that  it  opens  windows  into 
the  ways  gay  people  are  coping  with  all 
aspects  of  American  life.  Stone  cynically 
suspects  that  Miller  wrote  the  book  to  target 
“a  conservative  straight  readership,”  which 
is  patent  nonsense.  It  is  a  book  for  everyone. 
In  its  even-handed  open-minded  objectivity, 
it  brings  the  lives  of  numerous  interesting  in¬ 
dividuals  to  the  fore  and  sets  aside  any  sub¬ 
jective  political  agenda.  Miller  does  the  most 
liberating  thing  a  portraitist  can  do:  he  lets 
his  subjects  speak  for  themselves. 

_  Jonathan  Strong 

Somerville,  Mass. 
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“GCN  consistently  covers  the  intersection  of  sex  &  politics  which  is  often  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  our  troubles  &  our  joys  —  both  individually  &  collectively.  GCN  is  simply  the 
most  interesting  publication  for  lesbians  &  gay  men  in  this  country.  ”  —  Sue  Hyde 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Contesting  the  sexual  abuse  discourse 


Before  you  start  moaning 

Dear  GCN: 

I  entered  the  Arkansas  Dept,  of  Corr.  in 
July  of  1981,  a  15  year  old  street  wise  kid, 
cast  into  a  man’s  world  to  serve  a  three  year 
sentence  for  burglary.  I’m  still  incarcerated 
for  a  charge  I  caught  while  in  prison  and  am 
now  23  years  old — and  I  do  mean  old! 

In  Arkansas  there  is  only  one  thing  worse 
than  being  Black  (‘nigger’  is  their  word)  and 
that’s  being  gay  (‘fag’).  I’m  writing  this  to 
let  you  on  the  outside  know  that  brothers 
and  sisters  are  still  being  repressed  in  hell¬ 
holes  such  as  this  because  of  race  and  sexual 
preference. 

They  incarcerate  people  here  for  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  amount  of  years  without  even 
attempting  to  let  them  learn  a  trade  or  get  an 
education,  increasing  the  chance  that  the 
prisoner  will  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  at  the 
taxpayer’s  expense,  one  way  or  another. 
Yet,  if  they  would  take  the  time  to  educate  a 
guy,  which  in  turn  builds  his  self-worth, 
there  is  a  good  chance  that  he  would  enter 
society  and  become  a  productive  person. 

Take  me  for  example.  What  should  I  do 
when  I’m  released  from  prison?  I  have  no 
job  skill.  The  last  time  I  was  free  I  was  15. 
True  I  have  my  GED,  but  what  kind  of  job 
will  that  get  me?  But  does  anybody  care? 
Probably  not. 

So  before  you  start  moaning  about  crime, 
crack  and  the  demoralization  of  our  great 
nation,  be  sure  you’ve  done  your  part.  Find 
out  why  they’re  building  all  these  new 
prisons  all  over  the  country.  Find  out  why 
they  aren’t  making  real  efforts  to  rehabiliate 
prisoners.  You  have  a  right,  and  a  respon¬ 
sibility,  to  know.  Until  you  speak  up,  it  will 
continue. 

You  don’t  have  to  die  to  go  to  hell. 
Just  come  to  the  Ark.  Dept,  of  ‘Corrections’ 
John  Walters,  81208  MSU  Star  Rt  Box  22-B, 
Tucker,  AR  72168 


Not  necessarily  a  naturally 
occuring  epidemic 

Dear  GCN: 

I  think  it’s  the  right  of  every  gay  man  to 
have  access  to  as  complete  a  range  of  infor¬ 
mation  as  possible  on  the  subject  of  AIDS. 
In  the  absence  of  readily  available  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  possibility  that  AIDS  is  not  a 
naturally  occuring  epidemic,  the  widespread 
opinion  that  it  is  should  be  open  to  question. 
There  is,  in  fact,  a  mounting  body  of  evi¬ 
dence  that  AIDS  was  bio-engineered  at  Fort 
Detrick,  Maryland  —  this  country’s  (and 
the  world’s)  most  advanced  research  center 
for  biological  warfare.  For  those  who  wish 
to  have  more  information  on  the  matter  the 
following  resources  would  be  helpful: 

1 .  AIDS:  Epidemic  or  Weapon  of  War?  is 
a  very  thorough  and  well-researched  tape 
series  available  from:  Archives  on  Audio, 
P.O.  Box  170023,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 17; 
(415)  346- 1 840.  Ask  for  Radio  Free  America 
Tape  Series  16. 

2.  Covert  Action  Information  Bulletin  is 
a  quarterly  periodical  that  reports  on  covert 
government  action  in  the  U.S.  and  is  avail¬ 
able  at  many  progressive  bookstores.  Ask 
for  issues  28  and  29. 

3.  A  Higher  Form  of  Killing ,  by  Robert 
Harris  and  Jeremy  Paxman.  Hill  and  Wang, 
1982.  A''co'rnple"te  history  "Of  the  chemical 
and  biological  warfare  programs  in  the 
Western  world  since  WWI. 

4.  Gene  Wars,  by  Piller  and  Yamamoto. 
William  Morrow  and  Company,  1988.  The 
title  says  it  all. 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Name  withheld  by  request 

Faeries,  not  fairies 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  just  like  to  thank  you  for  the  well- 
written  article  about  gay  pride  in  New  York, 
“Big  Pride  in  Big  Apple”  (July  2-8]  but  I 
take  offense  that  you  misspelled  “faeries.” 
This  is  the  way  that  Rad  Faeries  and  others 
of  the  fey  kingdom  call  themselves. 
“Fairies”  is  a  very  phobic  spelling  which  I 
think  GCN  should  be  aware  of.  Thank  you 
very  much. 

Boobla 
Phil  Gauthier 
Northampton,  Mass. 


By  Bill  Andriette 

Much  that  is  bigoted  and  reactionary  in 
the  popular  discourse  over  sexual  abuse  ap¬ 
pears  uncontested  in  GCN s  interview  with 
psychotherapist  Michael  Lew  about  his 
book  Victims  No  Longer  (May  28-June3). 

Lew  argues  that  sexual  abuse  of  boys  is  a 
problem  much  larger  and  more  psychologi¬ 
cally  devastating  and  includes  a  much  wider 
range  of  phenomena  than  anyone  has 
recognized. 

For  all  the  supposed  novelty  of  Lew’s 
contribution  to  the  sex  abuse  literature,  he 
simply  repeats  some  of  its  most  tired 
themes. 

There  is  the  usual  disregard  for 
the  actual  experience  of  young  people  who 
relate  sexually  with  an  adult.  With 
breathtaking  hubris,  Lew  declares  that  even 
when  a  boy  thinks  he  is  enjoying  sex  with 
someone  older,  he  is  actually  suffering 
abuse.  Lew’s  book  has  a  special  chapter  for 
these  tragically  delusioned  victims. 

There  is  the  usual  rhetorical  escalation 
that  puts  the  same  inflammatory  label  on 
phenomena  so  divergent  that  the  key  terms 
become  meaningless.  “Sexual  abuse”  for 
Lew  encompasses  both  the  coerced  fucking 
of  a  five-year-old  and  an  act  of  “sexual  sug¬ 
gestion”  between  an  adult  and  a  boy  16. 
“Incest”  is  asserted  to  include  sex  between 
persons  as  distantly  related  as  “neighbors.” 

There  is  the  usual  flippant  use  of 
statistics.  Lew  declares  that  one-third  of  all 
boys  are  sexually  abused,  a  number  that 
seems  almost  modest  when  one  counts  the 
number  who  have  experienced  “sexual  sug¬ 
gestion”  and  exposure  to  pornography 
before  their  18th  birthday. 

There  is  the  usual  lengthy  litany  of 
psychic  ills  —  workaholism,  anxiety,  inabili¬ 
ty  to  get  close,  etc.  —  that  can  be  explained 
by  sexual  abuse,  perhaps  abuse  recalled  only 
after  the  client  invests  authority  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  dollars  in  an  appropriately  trained 
therapist. 

The  GCN  interlocutor  never  questions 
Lew’s  phobic  vision  of  sex,  fails  to  raise 
what  should  be  obvious  counterexamples, 
fails  to  note  his  condescension  toward  the 
young,  and  never  wonders  whether  someone 
who  works  solely  with  self-declared  abuse 
victims  can  really  generalize  about  in- 
tergenerational  sexuality.  Lew’s  claims,  fur¬ 
thermore,  are  never  assessed  in  light  of  the 
assault  on  sexual  freedom  and  youth 
autonomy  waged  under  the  banner  of 
“child  protection.” 

I  do  not  question  the  efforts  of  people 
who  feel  they  were  sexually  abused  to  make 
sense  of  their  experience  and  heal  their 
hurts.  Coerced  sex,  like  any  other  coercion, 
can  leave  lasting  scars.  But  one  must  wonder 
why  child  sexual  abuse,  and  subsidiary 
themes  of  “missing  children”  and  “child 
pornography”  have  found  such  resonance 
in  the  1980s.  Why  have  they  become  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  incessant  and  sensationalist  media  at¬ 
tention,  epitomized  by  NBC’s  recent  docu- 
drama  I  Know  My  Name  is  Steven,  which 
was  condemned  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation?  Why  have 
some  people  so  readily  wrapped  their  self- 
identity  around  being  victims  of  sex?  Why 
has  it  been  possible  for  self-declared  victims 
of  sexual  abuse  to  arrogate  to  themselves  the 
term  “survivors,”  implicitly  elevating  the 
harm  they  have  suffered  above  all  others? 
Why  do  therapists  construct  interpretations 
of  people’s  lives  by  reference  to  a  single  sex¬ 
ual  incident  —  perhaps  a  mere  “sexual  sug¬ 
gestion”  —  who  would  never  think  to  do  so 
with  reference  to  a  beating,  or,  for  that  mat¬ 
ter  sexism,  racism,  or  classism?  Why  is  it 
possible  to  assert  out  of  the  blue  causal  con¬ 
nection  between  almost  any  psychic  ill  and 
sex  with  an  older  person  in  childhood  or 
adolescence?  In  short,  what  is  it  in  our 
historical  and  cultural  moment  that  gives  sex 
such  explanatory  power? 

These  are  questions  that  never  strike  Lew, 
for  whom  the  shibboleth  that  intergenera- 
tional  sex  equals  rape  follows  simplistically 
from  the  generalization  that  children  and 
adolescents  have  less  power  than  adults.  The 
generalization  is  valid,  but  the  conclusion  is 
flawed,  entailing  as  it  does  that  sex  between 
Blacks  and  whites  or  women  and  men  is  in¬ 
evitably  “rape.” 

Lew  absolves  himself  of  the  intellectual 
burden,  placed  on  him  by  feminist  and  gay 
scholarship,  to  analyze  exactly  how  the  rela¬ 
tions  between  persons  who  belong  to  cate¬ 
gories  largely  socially  constructed  (such  as 


those  of  gender,  race,  sexual  orientation  and 
age)  get  worked  out  in  particular  cultural 
contexts  and  between  particular  individuals. 
Instead,  like  the  classic  19th  century  bigots, 
who  in  contemplating  the  “nature”  of  “the 
Woman”  or  “the  Negro”  simply  elaborated 
prevailing  cultural  stereotypes,  Lew 
substitutes  an  appeal  to  the  supposed  sex¬ 
lessness  of  the  young  for  concrete  analysis 
of  the  varieties  of  sexual  expression  possible 
between  youths  and  adults. 

With  the  historical  and  anthropological 
ignorance  that  is  always  the  solace  of  bigots, 
he  dismisses  intergenerational  sex  as  abuse, 
whether  we  are  talking  about  ancient 
Greece,  an  Amerindian  berdache,  a  New 
Guinea  puberty  rite,  or  regardless  of  what 
participants  report  about  their  experience. 

Lew  simply  pulls  professional  rank  on 
those  who  dare  to  disagree.  Some  people 
who  had  sex  with  adults  as  children  or 
adolescents  may  initially  claim  it  was 
harmless  fun.  But  after  sufficient 
“therapy”  at  his  basic  rate  of  $75  an  hour, 
Lew  told  me  that  all  such  persons  in  his  ex¬ 
perience  have  recognized  that  they  were 
molested. 

My  own  experiences  as  a  boy  with 
men  have  never  been  authorized  by  a 
therapist,  but  they  bear  mention  anyway. 
For  as  far  as  I  can  remember  into  my 
childhood,  sex  was  a  realm  of  play  and 
delight.  Mostly  there  were  the  solitary  joys 
of  masturbation,  but  I  also  sought  out  sex 
with  other  kids  and  adults.  I  remember  the 
big,  pink  hard-on  I  had  as  a  five  year  old  on 
the  examination  table  as  Dr.  Peters  did  her 
routine  genital  probings,  a  (unilateral?) 
erotic  experience  whose  recollection  fueled 
jerk-off  fantasies  all  through  pubescence.  I 
also  remember  how  disappointed  I  was  at 
age  nine  when  the  inspection  for  ticks  before 
lights-out  on  a  class  camping  trip  required 
taking  off  all  but  our  underpants  in  front  of 
our  cute  teacher.  My  sexual  luck  turned 
when  I  was  14,  and  I  started  a  relationship 
with  a  22-year-old  I  met  through  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  of  New  York.  There  follow¬ 
ed  a  number  of  sexual  encounters  with  men, 
including  a  brief  tryst  with  my  uncle,  who 
takes  vicarious  pleasure  in  my  open  gayness. 
Some  of  the  sex  was  ecstatic,  some  ordinary, 
and  all  of  it  quite  consensual.  More  than 
that,  it  was  empowering.  Having  as  an 
adolescent  a  network  of  adult  friends 
diminished  dependence  on  family  and 
school  (the  primary  loci  of  child  abuse). 
Though  sex  was  not  always  the  basis  of  our 
relationships,  neither  were  they  distorted  by 
precluding  sex. 

Lew  never  grants  that  experiences  like 
mine  are  possible.  He  draws  all  of  his 
evidence  from  a  clinical  sample  of  persons 
who  have  sought  him  out  because  they  are 
troubled  by  their  early  sexual  encounters. 
Similarly,  pre-Stonewall  psychiatry  based  its 
diseased  picture  of  homosexuality  on  the 
troubled  and  institutionalized  gays  who 
were  the  only  ones  accessible  for  study.  This 
methodological  failure  should  fall  within 
Lew’s  political  memory  as  a  gay  person,  but 
instead  he  (and  virtually  all  his  colleagues) 
reproduce  the  error  with  intergenerational 
sex. 

It  is  outrageous  that  GCN  fails  to  con¬ 
front  Lew’s  seamless  and  sweeping  claims 
with  counter-examples  like  mine.  One  need 
only  look  so  far  into  the  chronicles  of  gay 
experience  as  Edmund  White  or  Boyd 
McDonald  to  find  similar  stories.  Surely,  in 
a  different  context  GCN  would  not  make 
the  same  mistake.  A  white  person  who  said, 
citing  personal  experience  corroborated  by 
friends,  that  all  Blacks  were  vicious  muggers 
would  surely  not  go  unchallenged  in  GCN. 
Yet  what  Lew  does,  along  with  other  writers 
on  sex  abuse,  is  analagous. 

So  arrogant  have  some  of  these  abuse  ac¬ 
tivists  become  with  their  much-vaunted  vic- 
timhood  and  the  many  letters  they  dangle 
after  their  names,  so  drunk  with  the  hubris 
that  comes  from  being  evidently  above  cri¬ 
tique,  that  they  have  demanded  boundless 
power  to  censor,  punish  and  define  terms  to 
their  liking.  It  is  perfectly  acceptable  in  pro¬ 
gressive  circles  to  proclaim,  as  did  a  recent 
letter  writer  in  the  Boston  Globe,  that  Mur¬ 
mur  of  the  Heart  should  be  banned  because 
the  film  suggests  that  a  boy  can  enjoy  sex 
with  his  mother.  It  is  perfectly  acceptable  to 
declare,  as  did  a  recent  abuse  “expert”  in 
the  New  York  tabloid  Newsday,  that  sex 
play  between  children  that  goes  beyond  un¬ 


dressing  is  molestation.  It  does  not  raise 
progressive  hackles  in  the  least  that  under 
the  Massachusetts  porn  law,  hatched  with 
the  full  support  of  Gov.  Dukakis,  it  is  a 
crime  punishable  by  a  minimum  of  10  years 
in  jail  and  a  $10,000  fine  to  photograph  or 
even  paint  a  merely  naked  person  under  18 
(or  buy  or  sell  a  depiction  so  produced). 

The  right  wing  has  filled  the  vacuum  left 
by  the  failure  of  progressives  to  confront 
such  dangerous  silliness,  a  failure  that 
GCN s  interview  with  Lew  exemplifies. 
That  vacuum  has  been  filled  with  extraor¬ 
dinarily  oppressive  legal  machinery.  Under 
the  Massachusetts  porn  law,  a  single  photo 
of  a  17-year -old  boy  with  a  hard-on  appear¬ 
ing  (say,  inadvertently  or  through  deliberate 
plant)  in  a  major  gay  magazine  gives  the 
government  the  right  to  shut  down  and  seize 
all  the  assets  of  the  magazine,  the  printing 
and  distribution  companies,  and  the  gay 
bookstores  that  sold  it,  in  addition  to  jailing 
for  at  least  10  years  all  those  involved, 
however  tangentially,  in  the  publication’s 
production,  distribution  or  sale. 

It  is  these  laws,  not  sodomy  statutes,  that 
the  state  will  use  to  liquidate  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  if  the  U.S.  ever  makes  the 
transition  from  authoritarianism  to  fascism. 
And  yet,  because  such  laws  have  so  far  only 
attacked  the  margins  of  our  community, 
most  activists  have  shamefully  ignored 
them. 

These  dangerous  laws  and  the  blustery 
rhetoric  that  supports  them  do  not  serve  the 
real  interests  of  those  rightly  confronting 
sexual  coercion.  Yet  such  bigotry  and  over¬ 
reaction  has  characterized  the  political  and 
cultural  reception  of  the  sex  abuse  discourse 
for  the  past  decade.  GCNs  obliviousness  to 
the  resulting  danger  does  not  just  betray  in¬ 
excusable  disregard  for  the  legion  of  gay 
men  in  jail  for  five,  ten,  15  years  or  life  on 
account  of  consensual  sex  with  adolescents. 
It  shows  disregard  for  the  freedom  of  us  all. 

Bill  Andriette  is  the  features  editor  o/The 
Guide  to  the  Gay  Northeast  and  was  a  con¬ 
tributor  to  One  Teenager  in  Ten:  Writings 
by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  He  lives  in 
Boston. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  authors)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Art  Director 

Available  early  September.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design 
skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specification, 
paste-up,  knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred. 

Deadline  for  application:  August  9. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues  and  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salaries/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
S200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion.  To  apply  for  the  position,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 
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posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 

MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


Its  Not  Easy  To  Be 
A  Parent 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

M  H 

Your  Host 
Martin  Bettencourt 


when  you’re  considering 
coming  out  to  your  children 
. .  .when  your  lover  is  jealous 
of  your  kids. .  .when  your  ‘ex’ 
can’t  cope  with  your  lifestyle 
..  .when  you  don’t  know 
other  gay  parents. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


Cd  now  for  UVE  ACTION-. 


1 •900*999*8500 

_ («<  _ 


50c  eo(h  additional  minute) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


. ::  ■ 


•IND 


GROUP/COUPLE 


•GAY  SENSITIVE 
'  THERAPY  . 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


"f/ 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Every  day  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  harassed 
or  assaulted  just  because  of  who  we  are.  If  it  happens  to  you,  WE  CAN  HELP: 

•  negotiation  with  the  police  and  courts,  including  victim's  compensation 

•  short  and  long-term  counseling 

•  referrals  to  lesbian/gay  sensitive  medical,  legal  and  social  services 

•  documentation  of  anti-lesbian /gay  violence 


Even  if  you  don't  need  the  services,  help  us  document  the  problem. 

Complete  confidentiality  is  assured. 


The  services  of  the  Victim  Recovery  Program  are  not  limited  to  anti-lesbian/gay 
violence.  If  you  have  been  a  victim  of  ANY  violence  or  harassment,  we  can  help. 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM 
Joyce  Collier,  LICSW,  or  Paula  Jordan 
617-267-0900 


INDIGO  Where  Women  Meet  Women 

No  Cover 
Every  Thursday 
All  Summer 


823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02  1  38  CG  1  73  497-7200 


INDIGO’s  Hours:  Thursday  4PM-2AM  -  Friday  4PM-2AM  -  Saturday  9PM-2AM 
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book  sunedement 


A  tired  tale  of  the 
porn/anti-porn  ‘sex 
wars’ 


Barbara  Wilson’s  Dog  Collar  Murders  mystery  doesn’t  have 
a  clue  about  class 


The  Dog  Collar  Murders 

Barbara  Wilson 

Seal  Press,  Seattle,  1989 


/ 


Barbara  Wilson 


Ah,  the  eternal  lure 
of  the  stereotype 

Tony  Patrioli’s  photos  of  southern  Italian  boys 
Sunbeams 


$8.95,  206pp. 

Reviewed  by  Pam  Mitchell 

owe  Barbara  Wilson.  Her  first  Pam-and- 
Penny  mystery,  Murder  in  the  Collec¬ 
tive,  got  me  going  on  a  mystery  jag,  a 
fact  I’ll  be  eternally  grateful  for.  I  was  too 
much  of  a  novice  at  mystery-reading  to  fully 
appreciate  Wilson’s  craft  and  spunk  then, 
and  far  too  involved  in  her  vibrant  and 
thought-provoking  story  of  life  and  death  in 
a  progressive  workplace  and  in  the  Phillip- 
ines  of  Ferdinand  Marcos  to  notice  her 
behind  the  scenes  playing  with  the  old 
whodunit  formula.  I  just  knew  I  was  hav¬ 
ing  a  delicious  time  feeling  my  own  world  of 
queers  and  lefty  politics  reflected  back  to 
me. 

By  the  time  Wilson  produced  the  second 
book  of  the  series,  I  had  read  enough 
elsewhere  to  appreciate  her  finesse.  Sisters 
of  the  Road,  a  book  about  teenage  run¬ 
aways  and  sexual  violence,  was  more  uneven 
and  less  delectable  than  its  predecessor,  but 
I  admired  the  way  Wilson  toyed  with  some 
standard  distancing  techniques  of  mystery¬ 
writing  by  scuttling  them  mid-book.  She 
thereby  succeeded  in  jerking  her  sleuth  — 
and  her  readers  —  out  of  the  safety  of  the 
genre’s  usual  victim/hero  dichotomy  and  in¬ 
to  some  grisly  and  all-too-real  violence 
against  women. 

Given  these  precedents,  I  was  thrilled  by 
the  appearance  of  The  Dog  Collar  Murders, 
the  third  book  of  the  Nilsen  series,  expecting 
another  enjoyable  and  provocative  romp 
through  the  political  thicket  with  some 
characters  I’ve  come  to  regard  as  old 
friends.  But  alas,  the  Wilson/Nilsen  team 
has  had  better  days. 

Whereas  in  both  the  earlier  books  Wilson 
establishes  political  and  personal  motivation 
for  Nilsen’s  sleuthing,  in  Dog  Collars  we  are 
expected  to  accept  that  she  sticks  her  nose 
into  some  incredibly  risky  business  (and  that 
her  friends  support  her  in  doing  so)  simply 
because  it’s  a  hobby  she  developed.  The  dip¬ 
py  female  who  stumbles  from  one  hornet’s 
nest  to  another  until  she  inadvertantly  solves 
the  crime  is  a  staple  of  the  mystery  genre, 
but  one  that  hasn’t  —  for  obvious  reasons 
—  been  picked  up  by  many  feminists. 
Neither  Pam  nor  her  fellow  travelers  seem 
the  least  bit  dippy  in  the  two  earlier  books, 
so  why  is  it  that  Pam’s  actions  in  Dog  Collar 

"  l|f  1  1  "«L  ■— 
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Murders  are  unaccountably  stupid  and  no 
one  sees  fit  to  comment,  even  after  she  puts 
her  infant  niece  in  mortal  danger?  Wilson 
seems  to  be  so  caught  up  in  the  process  of 
debating  the  fine  points  of  feminist  theory 
that  she’s  forgotten  that  we  could  expect  this 
band  of  politically  savvy  feminists  to  care  at 
least  as  much  as  most  other  people  about 
whether  we  live  or  die.  Without  either 
believable  motivation  or  a  proper  sense  of 
danger,  this  reader  found  it  hard  to  care 
much,  either. 

Wilson  evidently  expects  us  to  be  so 
engrossed  in  her  characters’  various  dis¬ 
courses  on  porn  and  S/M  —  which  are  pre¬ 
sented  in  what  feels  like  real  time,  going  on 
for  page  after  didactic  page  like  a  particular¬ 
ly  boring  conference  report  —  that  we  won’t 
notice  the  weak  plot  and  lack  of  character 
development.  But  Wilson  isn’t  nearly  as 
gifted  as  an  essayist  as  she  has  previously 
proven  herself  to  be  as  a  novelist.  Further¬ 
more,  her  choice  of  subject  matter,  the 
feminist  porn-and-S/M  “sex  wars,”  is  a  bit 
of  an  over-beaten  dead  horse  in  my  book.  (In 
fact,  you  would  think  Wilson  might  have 
listened  to  one  of  her  own  Dog  Collar 
characters,  the  author  of  a  book  about  the 
sexuality  debates  aptly  entitled  Enough 
Already!)  Wilson/Nilsen’s  efforts  to 
demonstrate  that  each  viewpoint  has  an  ele¬ 
ment  of  validity  and  an  element  of  hypocrisy 
might  have  been  useful  several  years  ago, 
when  polarization  around  these  issues  was 
turning  sister  against  sister.  Now  it  just 
seems  boring. 

While  its  main  plot  never  grabbed  me  and 
its  rambling,  reheated  politics  put  me  to 
sleep,  Dog  Collar's  subplots  —  Pam  and  her 
twin  sister  Penny  finally  coming  to  terms 
with  the  death  of  their  parents,  lesbian 
Pam’s  feelings  about  straight  Penny’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  marry,  Pam’s  push/pull  with  her 
lover  about  whether  to  move  in  together  — 
showed  a  glimmer  of  the  kind  of  thought- 
provoking  and  absorbing  writing  Wilson  is 
capable  of.  But  while  the  earlier  books  gave 
considerable  attention  to  power  dynamics  in 
the  workplace  and  in  the  world,  attention  to 
racism  and  imperialism  in  Dog  Collar  is  per¬ 
functory  at  best,  and  its  treatment  of  class 
issues  is  awful.  From  Collective,  we  know 
that  Pam  and  Penny  very  consciously  chose 
to  share  their  privilege  by  turning  the  print 
shop  they  inherited  into  a  multicultural  col¬ 
lective.  But  now,  a  few  years  later,  no  one  in 
their  whole  crowd  blinks  an  eye  when  Pam’s 
lover  Hadley  decides  to  invest  some  of  her 
inheritance  (what’s  with  all  these  inheri¬ 
tances,  anyway?)  in  a  hip-and-groovy 
espresso  bar  (in  a  neighborhood  of  Seattle 
that  in  real  life  provided  housing  for 
primarily  low-income  Black  people  when  I 
lived  there  a  decade  ago.  It  clearly  doesn’t 
now  —  thanks  to  the  Hadleys  of  the  world). 
She  then  proceeds  to  treat  her.  employees 
like  they  are  “hers”  —  i.e.,  with  the  kind  of 
patronizing  attitude  that  would  have  any 
real-life,  self-respecting  feminist  workers 
scrambling  to  sign  union  cards. 

Pam  and  Hadley’s  inheritances  also  prove 
convenient  later  on  when  they  resolve  their 
intimacy  vs.  space  dilemma  by  —  voila!  — 
buying  houses  next  door  to  one  another! 
Unless  housing  is  a  hell  of  a  lot  cheaper  in 
Seattle  than  it  is  anywhere  else,  this  is  hardly 

Continued  on  page  10 


Tony  Patrioli 

Alyson  Publications,  Boston,  1989 
$15  paper,  48pp. 

Reviewed  by  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 
f  you  are  looking  for  artistic 
photography,  this  is  not  the  book  for 
you.  If  you  are  looking  for  jerk -off  pics 
of  naked  Mediterranean  boys,  this  book  is 
not  for  you  either.  If  you  are  looking  for 
compelling  ethnographic  documentation  of 
the  lives  of  southern  Italian  youth,  stay 
away.  If  you  are  looking  for  boring  pictures 
of  pretty  boys,  if  you  want  the  same  tired 
stereotypes  of  southern  Europeans,  look  no 
further:  Tony  Patrioli’s  Sunbeams  is  the 
book  for  you. 

Sunbeams  is  a  book  of  about  50  photos  of 
southern  Italian  teenagers.  It’s  very  similar 
to  Patrioli’s  1985  Mediterraneo;  in  fact, 
some  of  the  same  boys  are  featured.  The  on¬ 
ly  difference  is  that  in  Sunbeams,  we  get  no 
dick.  Neither  the  photographer  nor  the  pub¬ 
lisher  can  be  blamed  for  this  omission,  how¬ 
ever.  Alyson  Publications  recropped  photos 
from  the  book  in  line  with  the  1988  Child 
Protection  and  Obscenity  Enforcement  Act. 
The  Act  required  publishers  to  document 
the  ages  of  all  nude  models  in  photographs 
to  ensure  that  the  models  were  at  least  18 
years  old  at  the  time  the  photographs  were 
taken.  Patrioli,  who  lives  in  the  northern  ci¬ 
ty  of  Milan,  had  no  such  documentation  of 
his  southern  models.  The  law  was  found  un¬ 
constitutional  in  federal  court  on  May  16, 
but  it  was  too  late  to  change  the  book.  The 
book  reportedly  also  had  troubles  at  its 
Michigan  printer,  where  the  female  staff  ob¬ 
jected  to  working  with  male  nudes. 

The  book  is  interesting  to  me  because  I 
used  to  be  a  Mediterranean  boy.  Granted, 
I’m  Greek-American  and  not  Sicilian  or 
Calabrian,  but  for  many  photographers, 
Mediterranean  is  Mediterranean.  Patrioli’s 
work  is  clearly  influenced  by  the  work  of  the 
Baron  von  Gloeden,  who  photographed 
young  Sicilians  in  ancient  Greek  poses. 
Thus,  through  Patrioli’s  photographs  I  see 
myself  as  object,  not  subject.  Or  better  yet,  I 
see  the  boy  I  was  through  the  eyes  of 
another. 

Patrioli  is  a  northern  Italian  man  photo¬ 
graphing  southern  Italian  boys.  His  selec¬ 
tion  of  models  and  scenery  is  telling.  In  fact, 
the  book  is  ripe  with  northern  Italian  ideas 
about  southern  Italians,  about  northern 
European  stereotypes  of  southern  Euro¬ 
peans.  In  Patrioli’s  photographs,  cultural 
connections  between  nature,  darkness,  the 
body  and  sexuality  are  fully  exploited.  His 
boys  are  photographed  in  nature:  on  the 
beach,  in  the  forest.  Rarely  do  we  see  them 
in  civilization:  they  are  virtually  noble 
savages.  They  are  not  depicted  in  their  own, 
possibly  urban,  probably  working  class  con¬ 


texts;  rather,  they  are  shown  in  some  roman¬ 
tic  state  of  nature. 

In  Patrioli’s  compositions,  the  weather  is 
always  hot.  In  fact,  it’s  always  tourist 
season,  the  time  when  Northerners  often 
flood  the  South;  it’s  always  summer, 
perhaps  the  only  way  Northerners  can  envi¬ 
sion  the  South. 

The  boys  themselves  are  clearly  posed,  yet 
just  as  clearly  they  are  supposed  to  be  un- 


A  subject  in  ‘Sunbeams’ 


posed,  that  is,  natural.  The  very  artificiality 
of  these  “natural”  poses  brings  the  photo¬ 
grapher  back  into  the  picture,  no  matter 
how  much  he  would  deny  it.  The  teenagers 
look  stiff;  the  tilt  of  their  heads,  the  posi¬ 
tioning  of  their  limbs  seem  done  to  someone 
else’s  requirements.  Almost  all  stare  at  the 
camera  with  the  standard  gay  male  porn 
cruise:  they  are  sexually  available. 

They  are  photographed  in  ways  that  em¬ 
phasize  the  myth  of  youth:  they  are  playful, 
not  thoughtful;  they  are  unaffected  by 
worldly  concerns  like  working,  eating,  day- 
to-day  living.  Finally,  they  are  younger 
looking  than  most  Italian  teenaged  boys: 
they  are  universally  hairless  and  thin.  In 
short,  they  are  portrayed  as  innocent,  not 
sophisticated;  bodies,  not  intellects;  in¬ 
feriors,  not  equals. 

Granted,  the  images  in  the  book  are 
refreshing  in  that  they  are  of  something 
other  than  the  hairless  young  blonds  we 
usually  see  in  male  erotica.  Instead,  we  have 
pictures  of  hairless  young  brunettes.  How¬ 
ever,  their  common  darkness  is  part  of  their 
appeal:  it  is  a  sign  of  their  uncontrollable 
sexuality.  The  little  diversity  among  the  ad¬ 
mittedly  beautiful  youths  is  limited  to  the 
details  of  facial  features:  thicker  eyebrows 

Continued  on  page  8 


The  powers  of  humor 
in  the  face  of  AIDS 

David  Feinberg’s  novel  contrasts  pre-  and  post- AIDS  gay 
male  life 


Eighty-Sixed 

David  8.  Feinberg 
Viking,  NY,  1 989 
$18.95  cloth,  236pp. 

Reviewed  by  Carrie  Dearborn 

ighty-Sixed  —  the  name  of  this  book 
—  is  short  for  gone,  used  up.  It  wasn’t 
a  title  that  exactly  inspired  me  to  start 
reading  David  Feinberg’s  novel  about  facing 
the  AIDS  epidemic.  But  I  opened  it  at  ran¬ 
dom  and  saw  the  chapter  heading,  “How  to 
Get  Eighty-Sixed  from  the  Restaurant  or 
Cocktail  Lounge  of  Your  Choice”: 

Eschew  reservations.  Force  your  way 
past  the  maitre  d’  or  the  bouncer,  insisting 
that  you  are  “on  the  list.”  Dress  inap¬ 
propriately.  Go  to  Lutece  in  inexpert  drag; 
neglect  to  shave.  Leave  your  fly  unzipped. 
Forget  to  wear  underwear.  Ask  for  com¬ 
plicated  cocktails  and  dispute  their  execu¬ 
tion. 

—  and  I  figured  this  book  was  for  me.  As  a 
disabled  lesbian,  I  know  a  lot  of  disabled 
people  develop  the  same  defense  that  Fein¬ 
berg  has  facing  the  AIDS  epidemic  —  a  cer¬ 
tain  kind  of  humor.  (In  another  section,  on 
symptoms,  Feinberg  cites  “a  fondness  for 
intravenous  feedings.”)  Really,  what  else 
can  you  do? 

I  also  read  this  book  because  I  wanted  to 
understand  better,  in  the  face  of  AIDS,  how 
there  can  be  a  gay  culture.  I’m  not  as  able  to 


be  in  it  as  I  once  was  and  I’m  curious. 

Anyway,  the  first  half  of  the  book  takes 
place  in  1980,  an  age  that,  looking  back, 
must  seem  like  an  absolute  heaven  for  gay 
men.  (It  wasn’t  too  bad  for  dykes  either.)  It 
was  okay  to  be  out,  there  was  lots  of  sex  that 
was  just  fun;  in  fact,  there  was  a  whole 
culture  that  simply  doesn’t  exist  anymore. 
Feinberg’s  depiction  seems  to  be  accurate, 
at  least  to  this  lesbian  who  hung  out  with  a 
crowd  of  drag  queens,  assorted  dykes  and 
garden  variety  faggots  in  that  pre-AIDS  era. 

The  second  half  of  the  book  takes  place  in 
’86.  B.J.  (blow-job?)  Rosenthal,  former 
prolific  trickee,  is  figuring  the  odds  of  not 
having  HIV  antibodies.  Slim,  he  thinks.  He 
may  be  right  there,  although  since  he  stop¬ 
ped  his  frantic  search  for  a  boyfriend,  via 
sex,  in  1981,  we  can’t  be  sure. 

And  then  B.J.  launches  into  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  statistics  of  PWA  deaths 
thus  far.  All  I  could  think  of  was  the  fact 
that  if  I’d  paid  any  attention  to  my  pro¬ 
gnosis,  I’d  never  have  come  out  of  the  coma 
I  was  in  at  one  point — or  if  I  did,  I’d  be  speech¬ 
less,  totally  paralyzed,  a  vegetable  or  other 
dire  things.  And,  I’ve  found  out  recently, 
I’m  not  as  much  a  miracle  as  I  once  was. 
When  I  had  my  AVM  (a  type  of  stroke)  eight 
years  ago,  99  percent  of  us  died.  With  new 
technology,  only  50  percent  do  now,  and 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Miss  Utah 
with  a  dick 

Sacred  Cows 

Jed  A.  Bryan 

Banned  Books,  Austin,  TX,  1 989 
$8.95  paper,  1 61pp. 

Reviewed  by  John  Kyper 

wo  years  ago  Banned  Books  publish¬ 
ed  Jed  A.  Bryan’s  novel  A  Cry  in  the 
Desert,  an  updated  version  of  the 
Nazi  Holocaust  set  in  Nevada  in  the  age  of 
AIDS.  This  was  one  of  the  most  horrific 
books  I  have  ever  encountered,  a  credible 
and  well-written  reminder  of  what  could 
well  happen  here  if  we  succumb  to  com¬ 
placency. 

Now  Bryan  has  come  back  with  another 
novel,  one  that  is  as  different  from  its 
predecessor  as  is  imaginable.  The  title 
Sacred  Cows  gives  but  a  hint  of  the  treat 
awaiting  the  reader  in  this  uproarious  send- 
up  of  some  of  society’s  most  revered  institu¬ 
tions. 

The  plot  revolves  around  the  efforts  of  a 
variegated  collection  of  individuals  and 
groups  to  demonstrate,  infiltrate  or  other¬ 
wise  take  over  the  Miss  American  (sic) 
pageant  in  Atlantic  City.  The  cast  is  clut¬ 
tered  with  dozens  and  dozens  of  characters, 
who  interact  with  the  frenzied  pace  of  a 
raucous,  old  fashioned  farce  —  reminding 
me  of  nothing  so  much  as  a  Keystone  Cops 
comedy. 

The  motley  crew  of  this  tale  includes: 
Cleveland  Moral  Reform  League,  who  are 
attempting  to  disrupt  this  “Godless”  event; 
the  gay  guerilla  theatre  Brotherhood  of 
Radical  Androphiles;  Atlantic  City  School 
for  Pickpockets,  who  become  ushers  to 
fleece  the  audience;  and  Congressional 
Union  for  the  Naturalization  of  Transsex¬ 
uals.  Also  making  an  appearance  are  a  band 
of  Navajos  protesting  the  lack  of  Indian 
contestants;  a  motorcycle  gang  leader  chas¬ 
ing  after  his  sister,  Miss  California;  a  loser 
from  Florida  who  vows  revenge  upon  the  fi¬ 
nalists;  and  a  reservation  clerk  who  over¬ 
books  his  hotel  for  the  event  and  then  skips 
town  with  the  money. 

But  at  the  center  of  the  action  are 
Michelle  and  Michael  Barrington,  as  close  to 
being  identical  twins  as  a  sister  and  a  brother 
could  possibly  be.  Michelle  is  a  Miss  Utah 
contestant,  Mormon  and  virginal;  Michael 
is  gay,  agnostic  and  a  sometime  female  im¬ 
personator.  One  day  he  agrees  to  fill  in  for 
her  at  work,  only  to  be  picked  up  by  her 
boyfriend  Grant  at  the  end  of  her  shift. 
After  a  tense  date,  they  return  to  Grant’s 


place,  where  he  makes  a  pass.  Expecting 
Michelle’s  customary  rebuff,  he  is  astound¬ 
ed  when  Michael  yields  —  and  lets  him  bug¬ 
ger  him. 

When  Michelle  learns  what  has  happen¬ 
ed,  she  is  so  scandalized  that  she  goes  back 
to  her  mother,  who  teaches  in  England.  In 
her  absence  Michael  substitutes  himself  into 
the  Miss  Utah  contest,  and  wins.  Michelle 
gets  to  Atlantic  City  just  in  time  for  the 
pageant.  Being  pursued  by  an  FBI  agent 
who  suspects  something  is  up,  the  two 
switch  roles  back  and  forth  with  dizzying 
rapidity,  right  up  to  the  book’s  tumultuous 
climax. 

For  sheer  pandemonium,  Sacred  Cows 
puts  the  wildest  three-ring  circus  to  shame. 
It’s  a  wonderful,  hilarious  light  read  just  in 
time  for  summer. 

John  Kyper  is  an  intinerant  municipal 
bureaucrat  who  has  written  for  GCN  for 
years.  □ 

Italian  Boys 

Continued  from  page  7 

here,  a  slightly  larger  nose  there. 

Gene  Rizzo’s  introduction  to  the  book  il¬ 
luminates  the  problems  with  the  photo¬ 
graphs.  Patrioli  photographs  these 
“youths”  because  he  “is  drawn  to  the 
‘other’”:  the  photographer’s  status  as  sub¬ 
ject  is  unquestioned.  He  is  a  man  “endowed 
with  the  eye  of  a  hunter.”  Are  the  boys 
animals?  “Spontaneity  and  ambiguity  ap¬ 
pear  to  thrive”  in  this  “hothouse  at¬ 
mosphere”;  just  look  at  the  boys,  Rizzo 
writes:  their  “added  suggestiveness. ..isn’t 
by  chance.”  Of  course:  they  are  by  nature 
hypersexual  and  are  incapable  of  consider¬ 
ed,  unspontaneous  action. 

“Ah,  the  eternal  lure  of  the  South!”  Riz¬ 
zo  writes.  “To  northerners,  the  more  one 
journeys  to  the  sun,  the  more  physical  in¬ 
hibitions  appear  to  dissolve.”  Here  Rizzo 
gets  closer  to  the  truth:  Patrioli’s  images  are 
less  about  the  photographed  than  the  photo¬ 
grapher,  more  about  the  North  than  the 
South,  more  about  adult  men  than  boys. 
They  are  images  of  the  darker  South  as  out¬ 
side  of  the  context  of  culture,  as  unthinking¬ 
ly  sexual,  as  at  the  disposal  of  the  North.  In 
short,  the  book  is  not  good  photography, 
not  good  porn,  and  not  good  politics. 

Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves  is  a  GCN  staff 
member.  □ 


PACE  8  □  JULY  23-29,  1989  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Liberation  Book  Club 


P.O.  Box  453 

South  Norwalk,  CT  06856 


The  only  national  gay  8t 
lesbian  book  club. 


BILL’S  RARE 
& 

Antiquarian  Books 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Feminist  Gifts  L  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


WOMENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
(508)  487-2501 


YOU  COULD  BE  READING.  .  . 


The  Women's  Review 
of  Books 


Published  monthly 

A  source  of  information  and 
informed  opinion  that  more  and 
more  readers  find  indispensable. 

Not  just  a  guide  to  good  reading— 
a  monitor  of  the  currents  in 
contemporary  feminism. 

Recent  and  forthcoming  reviews  by 
Pauline  Bart,  Evelyn  Torton  Beck, 
Barbara  Christian,  Michelle  Cliff, 
Blanche  wiesen  Cook,  Jean  Bethke 
Elshtain,  Susan  Gubar,  Ruth  Hubbard, 
Jane  Marcus,  Arlene  Raven  and  many 
more. . . 


To  subscribe: 

Send  $15  (individuals)  or  $25 
(institutions)  to:  Dept.  EX, 

The  Women's  Review  of  Books, 
Wellesley  College  Center  for  Research 
on  women,  Wellesley,  ma  02181-8255. 
(Outside  the  US:  Please  add  $18 
airmail,  $5  surface  mail;  Canadian 
subscribers  only  add  $3.) 

Please  make  all  payments  in  US 
dollars,  by  check  or  money  order,  to 
The  Women’s  Review  of  Books. 
Allow  6-8  weeks  for  all  subscription 
transactions. 

Free  sample  copy  available  on 
request. 


/"  \ 

FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  ■  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


a 

j  Casual,  Elegant  Accommodation 

for  Women 

A  home  of  Victoriaha  and  wicker  offering 

•  10  rooms,  each  with  AC  and  private  bath 

•  Pool 

•  Private  parking 

•  24  hour  desk/security 

•  Continental  breakfast 

•  Airport  pickup  by  arrangement 

707  TRUMAN  AVE.,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040  (305)  296-2211 

n _ 


Homosexuals  who 
seek  to  emulate 
heterosexuals  lack 
ambition 


Betty  Berzon’s  book  on  lesbian/gay  relationships  pushes  the 
‘squirm  factor’  off  the  charts 

Permanent  Partners 


Betty  Berzon,  Ph.D 
E.P.  Dutton,  N.Y.,  1988 
$1 9.95  cloth,  432pp. 

Reviewed  by  Laurie  Livingston 

Permanent  Partners  by  Betty  Berzon  is 
a  book  that  I  really  wanted  to  like. 
After  all,  when  was  the  last  time  you 
perused  the  psychology  section  of  the  local 
bookstore  and  found  a  self-help  book  that 
focused  on  gay  men  and  lesbians?  Or,  that 
even  mentioned  us,  except  as  a  pathological 


phenomenon  or  a  developmental  concern? 
(Just  two  months  ago,  I  received  an  adver¬ 
tisement  for  an  “exciting,  new”  book  about 
“female  homosexuality”  by  a  straight 
female  psychiatrist  who  claimed  to  have 
“helped”  12  lesbian  clients  to  deal  with  their 
developmental  arrest.)  Sad  to  say,  the  very 
existence  of  a  book  such  as  Permanent  Part¬ 
ners,  which  moves  beyond  “the  question  of 
us”  to  explore  the  patterns  of  our  living  and 
loving  represents  a  major  development  in 
the  mainstream  counseling  and  psychology 
literature. 

But  almost  immediately  as  I  read  Perma¬ 
nent  Partners,  I  began  to  experience  a 
phenomenon  1  refer  to  as  “the  squirm  fac¬ 
tor,”  that  is,  a  degree  of  personal  discom¬ 
fort.  The  “squirm  factor”  seemed  attributa¬ 
ble  to  specific  sources:  Berzon’s  lack  of 
political/social/historical/racial  awareness; 
her  at  times  mildly  rebuking  and  parental 
tone;  the  absence  of  strong  confrontation  or 
anger  with  the  prevailing  sociopolitical 
climate;  and  the  cultural  and  socioeconomic 
homogenity  of  her  text  and  case  examples. 

The  “squirm  factor”  was  already  in 
evidence  by  page  two,  when  Berzon  bashes 
the  “’70s  discos  and  clubs  of  the  ’80s.”  She 
states:  “The  music  was  like  a  heavy  current 
carrying  us  away  from  our  troubles,  into  a 
sea  of  denial  that  there  was  anything  left  to 
believe  in  but  this  deafening  beat.”  Well, 
that  was  true  enough  for  some,  but  what  of 
the  struggle  to  make  public  space  for  our¬ 
selves?  What  about  the  huge  significance  of 
“women-only”  space  in  our  culture?  And 
the  open  celebration  of  our  eroticism? 

Well,  the  “squirm  factor”  went  “off  the 
charts”  at  the  next  passage  as  Berzon, 
in  one  fell  swoop,  reduces  our  “pol¬ 
itics”  to  a  by-gone  faddish  stage,  and  a 
distraction  from  our  relationships:  “Then 
there  was  politics.  Now  that  was  some  ex¬ 
citing  stuff.  We  strategized,  and  we  con¬ 
fronted....  We  raised  money  in  astonishing 
amounts.  We  built  whole  new  institutions. 
We  created  a  community  where  there  had 
never  been  one....  We  turned  the  tide  of 
history  for  gay  and  lesbian  people.  We  were 
goddamn  heroes!....  how  could  any  rela¬ 
tionship  compete  with  all  that  heady  stuff?” 
Berzon  admonishes:  “And  now  it’s  time  for 
reality.  Oh,  the  clubs  are  still  there,  and 
there’s  plenty  of  political  work  still  to  be 


done,  but  let’s  face  it  folks,  it’s  time  to  get 
some  balance  in  our  collective  lives....” 

Certainly,  Berzon  should  not  be  faulted 
for  tracing  only  general  trends;  she  is  not, 
after  all,  an  historian.  But  her  tone  fails  to 
respect  our  struggles  and  triumphs  through 
these  years.  Berzon  also  discounts  our  polit¬ 
ical  relationships  and  ignores  our  complex 
relationship  to  our  politics.  She  thus  pro¬ 
motes  a  dangerous  dichotomy  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  ’80s:  your  politics  or 
your  relationship.  Contrary  to  Berzon’s 
view,  I  might  say  that  intense  political  in¬ 
volvement  in  our  communities  is  essential  to 
our  safety,  pride,  and  to  the  expansion  of 
our  freedom. ..basically  to  what  we  need  to 
establish  and  protect  our  relationships. 

Despite  these  criticisms,  the  early  chapters 
of  the  book  are  not  totally  without  value. 
Perhaps  confusingly,  it  quickly  becomes 
clear  that  Berzon  cares  a  great  deal  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  She  cares 
enough  to  share  her  life  with  us,  openly,  to 
speak  to  us  with  a  very  human  style,  and  to 
show  us  some  ways  to  realize  changes.  Of 
particular  merit  are  some  of  Berzon’s  case 
examples.  While  at  times  overly  stereotypic 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  Berzon  is  at  her 
best  when  she  models  an  introspective  ap¬ 
proach,  designed  to  move  us  beyond  old 
routines  and  superficial  issues.  In  the 
“Building  Compatibility”  chapter,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  we  meet  a  gay  couple  whose  conflict 
is  explained  as  each  partner’s  caretaking  ex¬ 
pectations  “put  onto”  the  other.  Here,  Ber- 
,g  zon’s  example  is  fairly  universal  and  gender- 
,2  neutral.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  I 
began  to  squirm  again,  as  Berzon  moved  to 
another  example.  She  describes  how  one  les¬ 
bian  partner  becomes  overly  focused  on  her 
partner’s  appearance  (out  of  her  own  unre¬ 
solved  adolescent  issues).  Here,  as  in  other 
instances,  Berzon  focuses  on  intra-and  in¬ 
terpersonal  dynamics  to  the  detriment  of  the 
sociocultural  context  of  our  behavior.  In 
this  case,  she  fails  to  address  the  objectifica¬ 
tion  and  oppression  of  women. 

In  other  disturbing  instances,  it  feels  like 
Berzon  is  saying  that  we  are  good  as 
heterosexuals  so  we  deserve  what  they  have. 
Consider  this  quote:  “Gay  and  lesbian  peo¬ 
ple  are  not  so  psychologically  different  from 
our  heterosexual  counterparts....  We,  too, 
need  the  stability  and  tranquility  that 
enables  us  to  compose  a  life  of  meaningful 
activity  from  a  home  base  that  is  secure.  We 
have  the  need.  We  have  the  right.  We  have 
the  personal  resources.” 

Berzon  says  that  her  book  is  “about 
learning  to  imbue  (our  relationships)  with  all 
the  solemnity  of  marriage  without  necessari¬ 
ly  imitating  the  heterosexual  model.”  That 
sounds  pretty  good,  but  consider  the  next 
sentence:  “It  is  about  believing  even  more 
strongly  in  the  sanctity  of  the  bond  with  our 
partners  and  being  willing  to  do  whatever  is 
necessary  to  preserve  that  bond,”  (emphasis 
mine).  The  latter  phrase  sounds  a  little  too 
“do  or  die,”  “till  death  do  us  part”  for  me; 
sometimes  the  decision  to  leave  a  relation¬ 
ship  is  healthy,  particularly  for  women  who 
have  often  been  taught  that  they  cannot  sur¬ 
vive  on  their  own. 

Berzon  sounds  almost  defensive  when  she 
says,  “Heterosexuals  enter  their  intimate 
partnerships  with  the  expectation  that  they 
will  be  permanent.  There  is  much  in  the  cou¬ 
ple’s  life  to  reinforce  that  expectation.” 
Again,  I  was  uncomfortable  with  the  subtler 
message:  look  what  they  get,  we  should  be 
able  to  have  that  too.  Discussing  aging,  Ber¬ 
zon  says  “we  collaborate  to  hide  older  gays 
and  lesbians  from  view”  while  “in  the 
nongay  word . . . we  see  grandma  and  grandpa 
enjoying  their  golden  years  together.”  Fun¬ 
ny,  I  hadn’t  noticed  any  segment  of  our 
culture  being  duly  appreciative  of  older 
citizens.  And  again,  Berzon  is  saying:  see 
how  good  they  have  it.  To  co-opt  a  feminist 
slogan:  homosexuals  who  seek  to  emulate 
heterosexuals  lack  ambition. 

Happily,  Permanent  Partners  contains  an 

Continued  on  page  10 


A  finger  on  the 
country’s  gay  pulse 

OUT/LOOK  magazine  manages  to  be  serious  and  playful, 
scholarly  and  artistic 


OUT/LOOK,  national  lesbian 
and  gay  quarterly 

Publishers:  Jeffrey  Escoffier  and 
Kim  Klausner 

$21  per  year,  write  P.O.  Box  46034,  S.F., 
CA  94146. 

Reviewed  by  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan 

all  me  spoiled,  but  despite  the  varie¬ 
ty  of  queer  publications  I  have  at  my 
disposal  —  that  keep  me  not  only 
well  informed  but  alive  and  kicking  —  I’ve 
wanted  something  more.  I’ve  wished  there 
were  a  magazine  that  was  both  worldly  and 
down  to  earth,  analytical  but  accessible,  vi¬ 
sionary  but  pragmatic.  A  magazine  like 
that,  I’ve  imagined,  would  put  our  gay  com¬ 
munity’s  strength  into  motion,  stir  us  up, 
and  help  us  to  overcome  the  substantial 
losses  we  have  been  facing  —  political  as 
well  as  personal. 

OUT/LOOK,  the  national  lesbian  and 
gay  quarterly  now  well  into  its  second  year 
of  publication,  fills  that  niche  remarkably 
well.  It’s  as  if  the  editors  had  a  finger  on  the 
country’s  gay  pulse  and  they  knew  from  the 
feel  of  it  just  what  to  offer.  Over  the  past 
year,  OUT/LOOK  has  provided  a  needed 
forum  for  a  wide  range  of  the  gay /lesbian 
experience:  unlike  the  more  specialized  mag¬ 
azines  that  appeal  to  either  gay  men  or  les¬ 
bians  but  not  to  both,  OUT/LOOK  is  not 
gender  sectarian.  In  many  important  ways, 
OUT/LOOK  bridges  the  gap  between  gay 
men  and  lesbians  simply  by  putting  our  simi¬ 
larities  and  our  differences  more  clearly  into 
view. 

I  appreciate  OUT/LOOK's  nonsectarian 
approach  because  I’ve  always  thought  that 
when  women  and  men  link  together  to  claim 
our  same-sex  love  —  and  therefore  power¬ 
fully  reject  a  socially  constructed  norm  — 
we  force  the  issue  of  sexuality  into  the  open 
in  a  way  that  we  wouldn’t  be  able  to  do 
separately.  In  AMALGM,  Boston’s  group 
for  Asian  lesbians  and  gay  men,  women  and 
men  celebrate  our  heritage  across  gender 
categories  and  ethnic  differences.  We  work 
hard  to  redefine  what  sexuality  means  for 
Asian  people,  and  I  believe  we  learn  a  lot 
from  working  together  —  although  we  are 
often  challenged  by  stereotypes,  including 
our  own  internalized  ones. 

It’s  not  that  reading  OUT/LOOK  will 
help  you  to  forget  such  essential  gender  dif¬ 
ferences.  Far  from  it.  But,  if  you’re  like  me, 
you’ll  look  at  those  differences  in  a  new 
way.  For  example,  I  found  Steven 
Heimoff’s  article,  “The  Kindness  of 
Strangers,”  fascinating.  Explaining  his 
motivations  for  frequenting  the  peep  shows 
where  he  cruises  straight  men,  Heimoff’s 
essay  is,  to  say  the  least,  controversial.  He 
basically  says  he  gets  his  thrills  doing 


something  lots  of  people  wouldn’t  approve 
of.  He  doesn’t  sound  like  the  most  feminist- 
oriented  gay  man  I’ve  ever  met  —  he  de¬ 
clares  “I  may  be  queer,  but... I  take  my 
manhood  seriously”  —  but  then  again  he 
makes  no  claim  to  feminism.  For  the  most 
part,  Heimoff  is  honest  —  and  the  only  way 
we’re  going  to  know  ourselves  as  a  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  to  look  at  ourselves  as  he  does, 
squarely  in  the  eyes,  without  judgment. 

I  felt  the  same  way  about  the  piece  by 
Nayland  Blake  on  Tom  of  Finland’s  pro¬ 
vocative  contribution  to  gay  men’s  eroti¬ 
ca/porn,  although,  not  surprisingly,  other 
lesbians  took  offense,  and  at  least  one 
woman  promptly  cancelled  her  subscrip¬ 
tion.  “If  gay  men  want  ‘Tom  of  Finland’  in 
their  magazines,  then  put  it  in  men’s  maga¬ 
zines.  Calling  OUT/LOOK  a  lesbian  and 
gay  quarterly  and  feeding  the  stereotype  of 
gay  men’s  penises  as  their  only  vital  organ  is 
offensive.  How  do  articles  on  lesbian  soft- 
ball  and  lesbian  aging  offer  any  balance  to 
that?” 

I  rolled  my  eyes  when  I  read  her  letter,  but 
the  woman’s  got  a  point.  It’s  true  that  draw¬ 
ings  of  horny  hunks  valiantly  displaying  — 
in  the  words  of  another,  less  sex-negative 
lesbian  —  “terminal  cases  of  phallus  tyran- 
nus”  are  a  far  cry  from  those  sporty  dykes 
who  croon  and  swoon  over  each  other  in  the 
ballpark  (featured  in  “The  Double  Play,  or 
Love  in  the  Softball  Field”).  As  far  as  I 
know,  today’s  images  of  lesbian  sexuality 
veer  away  from  nitty-gritty  sex;  if  all  you 
knew  about  lesbians  came  from  lesbian 
erotica,  you  might  think  that  all  we  do  is 
drink  tea  and  give  each  other  backrubs.  But 
there’s  not  much  OUT/LOOK  can,  or 
should,  do  about  that.  Furthermore,  though 
I  find  most  lesbian  porn  to  be  either  too 
male-defined  or  just  plain  boring,  at  least 
pornographic  representations  of  our  sex¬ 
uality  make  sex  between  women  visible, 
unlike  labia-shaped  pendants  or,  Goddess 
forgive  me,  lavender  crystals.  I’d  even  go  so 
far  as  to  say  I  wish  we  had  a  “Tomboy  of 
Finland”  for  ourselves. 

If  the  writers  who  contribute  to 
OUT/LOOK  have  their  way,  lesbian  and 
gay  male  self-awareness,  about  sexuality 
and  many  other  issues,  will  continue  to 
grow.  For  example,  Cindy  Patton’s  popu¬ 
larized  discussion  of  the  movies  we 
watch, “The  Cum  Shot:  3  Takes  on  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Sexuality,”  helps  sort  out  what  we 
get  from  films  that  depict  gay  or  lesbian  life, 
what  we  might  define  as  erotic  or  “life- 
affirming,”  and  what  is  basically  raunchy, 
sexy,  non-socially  redeeming,  but  fun.  In 
another  vein  altogether,  Anthony  Thomas 
reminds  us  in  a  feature  article  in  the  latest 
issue,  “The  House  the  Kids  Built,”  that 
mainstream  pop  culture  owes  much  to  its 
gay/Black  roots,  and  a  side  bar  gives  you 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Felix  and 
Oscar 
fag  out 

Joe  and  the  Show  Queen 

Larry  Howard 

Knights  Press,  Pound  Ridge,  N.Y.,  1989 
59  paper,  232pp. 

Reviewed  by  Rob  McCabe 

f  Life  was  meant  to  be  a  non¬ 
stop  picnic,’  my  grandmother 
used  to  say,  ‘the  cows  would 
milk  themselves.’  The  day  I  walked  out  on 
Tony,  the  cows  were  waiting  at  the  barn 
door.”  So  begins  Larry  Howard’s  outrage¬ 
ously  funny  novel,  Joe  and  the  Show 
Queen.  Howard’s  writing  is  vibrantly  alive, 
with  honest,  realistic  characters,  and  some 
of  the  wittiest  dialogue  ever. 

From  the  very  beginning  until  the  novel’s 
romantic  finale,  the  reader  is  caught  up  in 
the  unusual  relationship  between  Joe,  a 
macho,  straight-acting  gay  bodybuilder, 
and  the  somewhat  eccentric  Alec.  After  a 
major  argument  with  his  lover  Tony,  Joe 
moves  in  with  Alec,  only  to  discover  his  new 
roommate’s  fanatical  devotion  to  the  musi¬ 
cal  theater  and  his  entourage  of  “show 
queens”  are  too  much  to  handle.  Despite 
these  glaring  differences,  they  eventually 
learn  to  accept  each  other. 

Reading  Joe  and  the  Show  Queen  is  like 
taking  a  vacation  with  a  good  friend;  you 
won’t  want  it  to  end.  If  you’re  looking  for 
something  fun  to  read  during  the  hot  sum¬ 
mer  months,  then  this  is  the  book  for 
you. 

Rob  McCabe  is  a  writer  living  in 
Detroit.  □ 


Dog 

Continued  from  page  7 

an  option  available  at  the  drop  of  a  hat  to 
most  lesbian  couples.  I  didn’t  appreciate 
Wilson’s  total  silence  about  the  privilege  her 
characters  enjoy  or  about  such  significant 
—  and,  to  my  mind,  backward  —  shifts  in 
their  politics  and  attitudes,  particularly 
since  these  shifts  parallel  some  real-life 
changes  within  the  feminist  and  lesbian 
communities  that  I  believe  warrant  com¬ 
ment  aplenty. 

All  in  all,  I’d  give  Dog  Collar  Murders  a 
C-pIus  and  hope  that  Wilson  and  Nilsen  will 
share  better  days  with  us  in  the  future. 
Maybe  they’ll  return  to  the  great  mix  of  wry, 
insightful  political  commentary  and  page¬ 
turning  entertainment  that  put  them  on  the 
map. 

Pam  Mitchell  is  a  white  working-class 
dyke  who  thus  far  has  neither  killed  nor 
been  killed  at  any  of  the  collectives  or 
feminist  conferences  she’s  participated  in, 
though  there  have  been  times  when  it ’s  been 
touch-and-go.  □ 

Berzon 

Continued  from  page  9 

entire  chapter  on  internalized  homophobia, 
entitled  “Feeling  Good  About  Being  Gay” 
(the  absence  of  the  word  “lesbian”  in  im¬ 
portant  places  throughout  the  book  is  un¬ 
fortunate).  Even  better,  in  my  opinion,  was 
“Fighting  the  Good  Fight,”  a  much-needed 
“how-to”  section  on  conducting  productive 
fights.  Berzon  gets  down  to  the  specifics  of 
rules  and  pitfalls  for  “fighting  fair,”  and 
thus  offers  a  refreshing  self-management 
alternative  to  her  more  frequent  suggestion 
that  people  go  into  therapy  to  work  things 
through  (an  alternative  not  always  financial¬ 
ly  feasible). 

I  could  identify  with  (and,  I  admit,  was 
personally  humbled  by)  many  of  Berzon’s 
case  examples.  I  learned  from  them, 
developed  new  insights,  and  thought  about 
issues  I  had  buried  over  the  years.  But  I  am  a 
white,  middle  class,  urban  professional  les¬ 
bian  from  an  upper-middle-class,  Jewish 
background.  I  am  not  convinced  that  those 
with  other-than  white,  lower-than-middle 
class,  less  formal  education  and  different 
cultural  heritage  will  feel  represented  in  Ber¬ 
zon’s  book.  Overall,  it  seems  that  Berzon 
missed  an  opportunity  to  highlight  the 
diversity  of  cultures  in  our  community. 

The  worth  of  Permanent  Partners  will 


rightly  be  judged  by  its  usefulness  to  lesbian 
and  gay  readers  and  by  its  impact  on  the 
psychology /counseling  community.  I  have  a 
feeling  that  heterosexual  counselors  and 
psychotherapists  may  benfit  more  from  the 
book  than  gay  or  lesbian  readers.  We  cer¬ 
tainly  need  to  join  Berzon  in  her  hopeful¬ 
ness  about  our  lives  and  our  relationships.  If 
her  book’s  sociopolitical  atmosphere  makes 
you  squirm,  then  use  Permanent  Partners  as 
a  tool  to  clarify  your  perspective  and  as  an 
impetus  to  rethink  your  relationships  and 
your  bonds  in  our  communities.  And  do 
savor  the  words  of  Kate  Millett  (quoted  by 
Berzon  prior  to  the  Introduction):  “...an  ar¬ 
my  of  lovers  not  only  can’t  fail  but  they 
could  convert  revolution  into  music,  into 
the  power  of  eros.  And,  in  fact,  really  what 
was  it  we  wanted  to  bring  to  this  place 
anyway,  if  it  wasn’t  love.” 

Laurie  Livingston  is  a  lesbian  activist  and 
therapist  in  the  Boston  area.  □ 

OUT/LOOK 

Continued  from  page  9 

tips  on  what  to  buy  if  you  think  you  could 
become  hooked  on  house  music. 

In  the  future,  I’d  love  to  see  more  articles 
on  people  of  mixed  heritage,  that  is  gay  men 
or  lesbians  who  are  part  Black  or  Latino  or 
Asian.  We  have  made  many  contributions 
to  mainstream  culture  that  have  been  over¬ 
looked  until  now.  I’d  like  to  read  more 
about  non-political  alliances  between  gay 
men  and  lesbians,  especially  among  those 
who’ve  originated  in  “non-standard”  (read 
non-white)  cultures,  how  they  survive  and 
for  what  purpose.  I  look  forward  to  more 
pieces  like  Steven  Heimoff’s  that  speak 
plainly  of  the  “unspeakable”  and  to  more 
and  better  fiction  and  poetry.  So  far, 
OUT/LOOK  has  managed  to  be  both 
serious  and  playful,  scholarly  and  artistic, 
cerebral  and  sensual.  That’s  a  balance  that’s 
tough  to  match,  and  I’m  counting  on 
OUT/LOOK  to  continue. 

Karin- Aguilar-San  Juan  is  a  U.S.-born 
Filipina  lesbian  and  a  member  of 
AMALGM  (Alliance  of  Massachusetts 
Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men).  □ 


Book  notes 


There  is  still  time  to  submit  poetry  and  prose 
manuscripts  for  Brother  to  Brother  New  Writings 
by  Black  Gay  Men.  Essex  Hemphill  will  complete 
editing  of  this  anthology  Joseph  Beam  was  at  work  on  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Barbara  Smith  will  assist  in  technical 
editing  of  submitted  materials.  For  more  information, 
contact  Brother  to  Brother,  P.0.  Box  33085,  Farragut 
Sta.,  Washington,  D.C.  20033-0085. 

Seventeen  Syllables  and  Other  Stories,  by  Hisaye 
Yamamoto,  published  by  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color 
Press,  has  received  the  1988  Award  for  Literature  by  the 
Association  for  Asian  American  Studies.  Seventeen 
Syllables  is  also  one  of  five  finalists  for  the  Benjamin 
Franklin  Award  for  Literature.  The  book  is  also  the  first 
title  from  an  independent  lesbian  feminist  press  to  be  ac¬ 
quired  by  a  major  book  club  (Quality  Paperback  Book 
Club).  According  to  publisher  Barbara  Smith,  “I'm  ex¬ 
tremely  pleased  that  Hisaye's  book  will  be  exposed  to  the 
wider  audience  it  deserves.” 

Yamamoto,  whom  novelist  Joy  Kogawa  has  called 
"Asian  America’s  foremost  short  story  writer,”  was  one 
of  1 10,000  Japanese  Americans  interned  in  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  detention  camps  during  WWII. 

Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press  can  be  contacted 

at  P.O.  Box  908,  Latham,  NY  121 10. 

•  •  • 

Women  of  color  and  AIDS  is  the  topic  for  a  forth¬ 
coming  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press  Freedom 
Organizing  pamphlet.  The  pamphlet,  to  be  released  in 
November  1989  is  titled  "Our  Lives  in  the  Balance:  U.S. 
Women  of  Color  and  the  AIDS  Epidemic.”  It  will  feature 
conversations  with  women  PWAs,  including  prisoners; 
political  analysis  of  how  AIDS  is  affecting  women  of  color; 
the  challenges  women  of  color  AIDS  workers  face;  visions 
for  the  future;  safer  sex  guidelines,  and  an  AIDS  resources 
listing.  The  text  will  be  in  Spanish  and  English.  The  co¬ 
editors  are  Alma  Crawford,  Val  Kanuha,  Aleah  Long, 
Veneita  Porter,  Helen  Rodriguez,  and  Beverly  Smith. 
Write  Kitchen  Table  at  the  address  above  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

Mt 

A  lesbian  humor  anthology  is  planned  by  Silverleaf 
Press,  an  independent  feminist  publisher.  New  and  pre¬ 
viously  published  short  stories,  poems,  essays,  and  car¬ 
toons  are  welcome.  Tentative  deadline  is  October,  1989. 
Send  manuscripts  or  drawings  with  an  SASE  to  Ann  Larson 
and  Carole  Carr,  Silverleaf  Press,  P.O.  Box  70189,  Seat¬ 
tle,  WA  98107. 
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Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-8 

Repairs/ Parrs/ Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02106 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk.  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
dub 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 
jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR,  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercral  &  Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbra 
Upper  and  Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  508/295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

Earie  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 


HOUSECLEANING  AT  ANY 
TIME 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
567-6736 

Residential  or  Commercial 
Windows  included! 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86!ri  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 

Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL,  M.Ed. 
Anorexia,  Bulimia. 

Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
and  bisexual  women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 
MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  senisitve  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  498-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL  INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health,  bars, 
and  events. 

Call  I IPM-2AM,  (215)  634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  Ma.  021 18 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  8 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

491-5567 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well-balanced, 
delicious  macrobiotic  meals. 
Also,  special  diets  for  life- 
threatening  illnesses.  Delivery/ 
references.  Call  Mary  277-8087 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 


PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates 
Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing, 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  1 1 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Comm. 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  I  st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center.  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop. 

REMODELING 

GARRISON  CONSTRUCTION 

Roofmg-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Replacement  doors  &  windows 
Interior  &  exterior  painting 
Fully  licensed  &  insured 
For  free  estimate  call  Tom 
(617)  545-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI..  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O.  Box  405 
Rockport.  MA  01966 
508/546-7252 


WOMEN'S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 

Th  4pm-2am,  F  4pm-2am,  Sat 
9pm-  2am 


Eighty-Sixed 

Continued  from  page  8 


they’re  doing  strange  things  like  coming  out 
of  comas,  regaining  voices  or  use  of  limbs. 
The  problem  with  medical  statistics  is  that, 
like  computers,  they  become  obsolete  quick¬ 
ly.  No  one,  including  the  CDC,  can  forecast 
how  AIDS  is  going  to  affect  immune 
systems  that  held  HIV  at  bay  for  six  or  seven 
years. 

Toward  the  beginning  of  the  1986  half  of 
the  book,  one  of  B.J.’s  tricks  (Bob)  devel¬ 
ops  AIDS.  B.J.  becomes  a  regular  visitor, 
although  his  interest  in  Bob  is  quite 
lukewarm.  And  at  the  end  of  every  visit, 
B.J.  washes  his  hands  —  as  do  all  of  Bob’s 
friends.  I  found  both  B.J.’s  emotional  de¬ 
tachment  and  his  compulsive  hand-washing 
extremely  offensive.  Emotional  detachment 
is  one  way  temporarily  able-bodied  people 
deal  with  catastrophic  illness,  and  it  forms  a 
wall  between  the  people  involved.  To  say 
this  is  aggravating  understates  how  a  disabl¬ 
ed  person  can  feel.  I’d  venture  to  say  that  no 
PWA  would  even  want  such  a  visitor,  much 
less  encourage  that  person  to  come  back 
again.  Most  disabled  people  are  not  that 
desperate  for  company. 

As  for  the  other  friends’  handwashing  — 
well,  I  find  that  rather  homophobic.  PWAs 
face  enough  ridiculousness.  There’s  no  need 
to  let  absurd  hetero  fear  take  over. 

Although  this  book  is  billed  as  being 
about  AIDS,  it’s  also  about  gay  life  —  and 
that  includes  work,  friendship,  and  of 
course,  sex.  While  reading  it,  I  felt  like  a  sort 
of  voyeur  into  gay  male  sexuality,  which  was 
presented  with  such  humor  that  I  didn’t  get 
bored,  turned  off,  or  feel  as  if  it  was  all  be¬ 
ing  explained  to  me.  To  my  great  surprise,  I 
found  the  sex  actually  interesting  and  at 
times  even  titillating  (even  while  read  in  the 
Boston  Public  Library).  Another  aspect  of 
the  book  I  particularly  liked  is  its  depiction 
of  the  deep  friendships  with  other  gay  men 
B.J.  has. 

What  I  couldn’t  be  very  sympathetic  to 
was  B.J.’s  work  problems.  To  his  puzzle¬ 
ment,  he  becomes  a  manager.  The  bane  of 
his  existence  is  a  woman  named  Caroline, 
who  was  hired  at  the  same  level  as  he  was. 
He  tells  us  that  through  no  virtue  of  his  own 
he  is  promoted.  She,  in  turn,  engages  in 
passive  resistance  that  is  straight  out  of  the 
SCUM  manifesto.  Any  feminist  who  was 
around  in  the  early  ’70s  would  recognize  it 
and  secretly  cheer  this  woman  on.  B.J.  of 
course,  hates  her. 

I  finished  Eighty-Sixed  with  great  admira¬ 
tion  for  Feinberg  and  his  willingness  to 
tackle  AIDS  —  especially  in  ’86,  when  there 
wasn’t  much  good  news.  The  last  image  the 
book  offers  is  of  a  never-ending  torrent  of 
AIDS  deaths.  At  least  now,  we  have  (mis¬ 
guided?)  optimists  and  militant  PWA 
groups.  The  author  does  say  that  if  he  wrote 
the  novel  now,  he’d  be  more  hopeful.  One 
wonders  what  an  ’89’d  would  say. 

Carrie  Dearborn  is  a  worker  for  the  rights 
of  the  disabled.  □ 

Comix 
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ters  the  ghost  of  a  previous  occupant:  a 
sweet  young  Southern  hairdresser  named 
Casey  who  died  of  AIDS  in  the  earliest  days 
of  the  epidemic.  When  Phillip  criticizes 
Casey’s  promiscuity,  the  ghost  responds, 
“Ah  saw  ev’ry  man  ah  ever  met  as  a  poten¬ 
tial  lover.  Yew  see  ev’ry  man  as  a  potential 
executioner.  Tell  me  —  do  you  ask  for  a 
cigarrette  before  sex?”  Chilling,  heady, 
fabulous  stuff. 

This  is  not  to  give  the  impression  that  Run 
that  Sucker  at  Six!!!  is  light  on  the  lesbian 
quotient  —  au  contraire.  We  thrill  with  per- 
formance-artist-slash-“feminist  waitron” 
Kyle  as  she  lets  the  running  monologue  in 
her  head  cut  to  ribbons  the  rude  patrons  of 
the  bistro  where  she  slings  espresso. 

And  Morgan?  She  brings  just  the  right 
amount  of  droll  late-’80s  cynicism  to  her 
observations  of  the  wacked  out  events  ex¬ 
ploding  all  around  her.  Morgan  and  N. 
Leigh  Dunlap  are  set  to  become  subversive 
chroniclers  of  these  messed  up  times,  when 
the  passion  of  our  lives  intersects  with  the  in¬ 
consistencies  of  the  real  world  at  the  oddest 
moments. 

Christopher  Wittke  is  GCN ’s  staff 
features  writer.  □ 


Peptide-T 
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ton  which  will  involve  45  people  to  be 
studied  over  a  period  of  six  months.  At  pres¬ 
ent,  17  people  are  already  enrolled  in  the 
trial  and  another  19  are  undergoing  screen¬ 
ing. 

Several  members  of  the  Boston  chapter  of 
ACT  UP  asked  whether  Peptide-T  would  be 
available  to  those  who  did  not  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  protocol,  one  of  which  is 
that  the  participant’s  T -4  cell  count  has  to  be 
higher  than  100.  FCHC  staff  members  re¬ 
ported  that,  unfortunately,  the  money  does 
not  exist  to  begin  a  parallel  trial  of  the  drug 
for  people  who  do  not  fit  the  protocol.  Pert 
suggested  that  the  best  thing  that  could  be 
done  at  this  point  would  be  to  fill  up  the 
trial,  and  get  it  over  with  as  soon  as  possible, 
so  that  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
(FDA)  approval  can  be  sought.  Steven 
Busby  of  the  CRI  Board  of  Directors  echoed 
this  sentiment,  saying  that  helping  out  with 
this  Peptide-T  study  is  “the  most  important 
thing  the  community  can  do  at  this  point. 
We  need  the  most  rapid  completion  possi¬ 
ble,  to  get  the  proof  that  we  have  to  have,” 
to  go  before  the  FDA. 

Given  a  grant  from  the  American  Foun¬ 
dation  for  AIDS  Research,  CRINE  was 
founded  earlier  this  year  and  plans  to  work 
with  groups  from  all  over  New  England  in 
order  to  bring  trials  of  the  newest  drugs  into 
the  community  for  testing.  CRINE  believes 
that  individual  doctors,  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs)  and  other  health  care  providers  can 
sponsor  trials  that  are  as  accurate  and  effec¬ 
tive  as  those  sponsored  by  the  National  In¬ 
stitutes  of  Health  (NIH)  and  National  In- 
situte  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases. 
CRI-based  trials  have  lower  overhead  and 
expand  clinical  trials  of  promising  drugs  and 
“provide  an  opportunity  for  individual 
PWAs  to  control  their  own  destiny,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  Fred  Mandel. 

Mandel  said  that  the  “most  exciting” 
research  is  currently  being  done  in  CRIs.  He 
pointed  out  that  aerosolized  pentamidine,  a 
preventative  treatment  for  pneumocystis 
carinnii  pneumonia  (PCP),  was  developed 
by  CRIs  in  New  York  and  San  Francisco  and 
approved  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  in  record  time.  “This  is  the 
wave  of  the  future,”  said  Mandel.  □ 

Milestone 
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lighted  in  a  confrontation  between  an  AC- 
TG  researcher  and  an  ACT  UP  member. 
Following  testimony  by  Susan  Krown  of 
Memorial  Sloan-Kettering  in  New  York,  Iris 
Long  zeroed  in  on  the  poor  response  of  the 
NIH-funded  system.  She  elicited  cheers 
from  fellow  ACT  UP  members  and  others 
when  she  said,  “You’ve  got  $1.3  million  of 
federal  research  money  and  only  44  patients 
in  clinical  trials!” 

Despite  the  heated  discussions,  par¬ 
ticipants  seemed  exhilarated  by  the  intensity 
of  the  conference  but  unsure  of  its  outcome. 
Said  one  prominent  activist,  “I’m  not  going 
to  say  yet  that  this  was  a  monumental  or 
historic  conference.  It  depends  on  what  hap¬ 
pens.”  □ 
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TV  GAME  SHOWS 
AS  ONLY  W9NSHINE  PLAYS  THEM. 


Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

WIN,  LOSE  OR 

27 

.  ■ 

JEOPARDY 

28 

COMMUNITY 

29 

DRAW 

FEUD 

To  benefit 

Gay  Community  News 

To  benefit 

Act  Up-Boston 

To  benefit 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Speakers  Bureau 

DATING  GAME 

3 

JEOPARDY 

13 

WIN,  LOSE  OR 

5 

FOR  WOMEN 

DRAW 

To  benefit 

Boston  NOW  (National 
Organization  for  Women) 

To  benefit 

The  P.W.A.  Dinner 
Program 

To  benefit 

The  Mass.  Gay  and 

Lesbian  Political  Caucus 

COMMUNITY 

10 

JEOPARDY 

m 

DATING  GAME 

12 

FEUD 

FOR  MEN 

To  benefit 

The  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force 

To  benefit 

The  Boston  Living  Center 

To  benefit 

Hospice  West 

WIN,  LOSE  OR 

17 

JEOPARDY 

18 

COMMUNITY 

19 

DRAW 

FEUD 

To  benefit 

The  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center 

To  benefit 

The  New  England  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Veterans 

To  benefit 

The  Living  With  AIDS 
Theatre  Project 

COMMUNITY 

24 

JEOPARDY 

25 

FOLLYWOOD 

26 

FEUD 

SQUARES 

To  benefit 

Dignity  Boston 

To  benefit 

The  N.E.A.  AIDS  Care 
Project 

To  benefit 

The  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund 

Prizes!  Fun!  Proceeds  to  benefit  your  favorite  organizations. 
$5.00  admission  at  door.  Game  time  is  8:00  p.m. 


MSM 

SHME 


A  Video  Lounge  at  Club  Cabaret 

209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
536-0972 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
H  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

GWM,  44,  150,  5’8",  seeks  non-promiscuous,  GM  (18 
to  45)  for  monogamous  (AIDS-free)  friendship/rela¬ 
tionship.  Pis  send  phone  #,  photo,  descriptive  letter  to: 
P.O. B. 221,  Dorchester,  MA  02122-0221. _ (4) 

In  Boston  for  summer;  comely,  personable,  informed, 
loquacious,  New  Mexican,  Gay  Male,  42,  professional 
photographer.  Interests:  Language,  travel,  scuba,  film. 
Seeking  new  friends  and  community.  Michael,  GCN 
Box  359. _ (6) 

TIRED  OF  BEING  BUTCH! 

Well  this  GM  is  tired  of  being  femme.  I’ll  put  you  in 
heels  and  chase  you  around  the  house.  If  I  catch  you...? 
Send  descriptive  letter,  with  shoe  size,  to  GCN  Box  357. 
_  (3) 

CAN  YOU  HANDLE  US!  (7th  IN  A  SERIES) 

If  you've  got  it  bad  we’ve  got  it  good.  2  slutty  GM’s 
want  to  hear  from  you.  GCN  Box  358,  nasty  photos, 
naughty  notes  a  plus. _ (?) 

WRITE  ME  NOW... 

if  you’re  a  dyke  who’s  muscle-bound  and  lonely,  have 
nowhere  to  go  on  Saturday  nights,  and  like  femme  tops 
and  smut,  then  you’re  for  me  (or  maybe  I’ve  already  had 
you).  Write  GCN  Box  363 _ (3) 

S.W.H.,  jr. 

You  are  so  lucky  to  have  such  a  great  boyfriend. 
Sincerely,  Crusher  Brownipples. _ (3) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_  (20) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (O 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


GCN  SPECIALS 


URGENT!!! 

NEEDED  IMMEDIATELY!!!! 

Dynamic,  detail-oriented  person  to  compile  GCN’s 
weekly  calendar  of  events.  3-5  hours  a  week,  typing 
skills  a  plus.  Be  the  first  person  on  your  block  to  kno 
everything  that’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  community. 
Contact  Fred  at  426-4469. _  (4) 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


EATING  DISORDERS 

Anorexia  •  Bulimia 
•  Compulsive  Eating 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
&  bisexual  women 
Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 
492-7843 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual.  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund. 

3arbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


HELP  WANTED 


MANAGER  -  IMMEDIATE  FULL-TIME 

Weekdays:  Staff  management,  client  interaction, 
marketing,  budgeting,  administrative.  Excellent  in¬ 
terpersonal  skills;  attention  to  detail;  driver’s  license;  1-2 
year  commitment.  Unlimited  growth.  Cambridge. 
$18-25,000.  (617)  492-8844. _ _ _ (?) 

GREAT  LAKES  REGION  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

with  the  AMERICAN  FRIENDS  SERVICE  COMMIT¬ 
TEE,  international  Quaker  organization  for  nonviolent 
social  change.  Position  opens  February  1,  1990. 
Chicago-based.  Responsible  for  overall  administration, 
program  operation,  personnel,  budget,  and  public  inter¬ 
pretation  of  AFSC  activity  in  the  region.  Requires:  com¬ 
patibility  with  AFSC  and  Friends  testimonies,  social 
change  and  nonprofit  organizational  experience,  strong 
interpersonal  and  communications  skills.  Applicants 
considered  without  regard  to  race,  sex,  religion,  sexual 
orientation  or  disability.  Please  send  resumes  to  Lorna 
Stone,  AFSC,  59  E.  Van  Buren,  Chicago,  IL  60605  by 
August  1 .  Call  (312)  427-2533  for  more  information.  An 
Affirmative  Action  Employer. _ (3) 

Disabled  lesbian  art  therapist  needs  personal  care  atten¬ 
dant  Wednesday  8:30am  to  Friday  8:30am  (48  hours). 
$200/week  clear.  Lifting,  driving,  non-smoking  prefer- 
red.  1  year  minimum  commitment.  Connie  524-0921.  (3) 

Fifteen  hours  work/week  in  exchange  for  board  and  fur¬ 
nished  room  in  sunny  Brighton  Victorian  house.  Les¬ 
bian  professional  couple  seeks  help  with  house,  errands, 
year-old  child.  Flexible  hours  including  early  mornings. 
Start  September  first.  254-5929. _ (5) 

CHALLENGING  JOB  OPPORTUNITY 
Experienced,  highly-organized  SECRETARY  needed 
for  busy  and  varied  law  practice  downtown.  Maturity 
and  sense  of  humor  appreciated.  Start  August  7.  Please 
send  resume  ASAP  to:  Katherine  Triantafillou,  14 
Beacon  Street,  Suite  814,  Boston,  MA  02108. _ (3) 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ . 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 

Total  $  . 


254  per  word  (353  per  word  lor  business  ads). 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  D  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  D  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  _ 
Address  _ 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline-  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PROFESSIONAL  ASTROLOGER  &  TAROT 
CARD  READER 

Teacher,  counselor,  10  years  experience.  Specializing  in 
men  and  women  in  transition.  Available  for  individuals 
and  couples,  readings,  parties,  and  workshops.  Call 
Shivani  Baker,  (617)  862-5021 . _ (7) 

WHOL1STIC  HEALTH  —  Deeply  healing/balancing 
energy  treatments  and  therapeutic  nonsexual  bodywork. 
Personal  Counseling.  Good  care  for  body/mind/spirit. 
HIV+  clients  welcome.  Michael  Young.  628-0457.  (6) 


PUBLIC  INFORMATION  DIRECTOR,  NATIONAL 
GAY  &  LESBIAN  TASK  FORCE:  Experienced  public 
relations  professional  sought  to  coordinate  communica¬ 
tions  for  leading  gay  political  group.  Excellent  writing, 
editing,  verbal  skills,  television  and  radio  communica¬ 
tion  skills,  familiarity  with  gay/lesbian  political  issues, 
mainstream  and  gay  media  required.  Experience  in  jour¬ 
nalism,  direct  mail  marketing,  promotions,  computer 
literacy,  willingness  to  travel  extremely  helpful.  Salary 
negotiable,  excellent  benefits.  Resumes  by  August  3: 
PID  Search,  NGLTF,  1517  U  Street  NW,  Washington, 
DC  20009. _ (3) 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT,  NATIONAL  GAY 
&  LESBIAN  TASK  FORCE:  Experienced  fundraiser 
sought  to  manage  multi-faceted  development  program 
of  leading  gay  political  group.  Fundraising  experience 
with  non-profit  groups,  major  donor  programs,  direct 
mail  programs,  membership  organizations  and  will¬ 
ingness  to  travel  required.  Foundation,  grantswriting 
and  events  production  experience,  marketing  savvy, 
working  knowledge  of  gay  community,  creativity  and  in¬ 
itiative  also  critical.  Salary  negotiable,  excellent  benefits. 
Resumes;  DD  Search,  NGLTF,  1517  U  Street  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (3) 

UVE-IN  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  neccessary  but  must  have  a  drivers  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets 
$215/wk  plus  free  rent.  Weekdays  4:30-9:30  gets 
$187/wk.  Weekends  gets  S180.  Call  731-6228. _ (3) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $  12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

MAJOR  DONOR  FUNDRAISER 

Progressive  foundation  seeks  experienced  major  donor 
fundraiser  for  planned  giving,  endowment  and  major 
donor  campaigns.  Travel  necessary.  Familiarity  with 
peace  and  social  justice  issues  helpful.  $21 ,000,  generous 
benefits.  Send  cover  letter,  resume,  three  references  by 
August  15  to  PDF,  PO  Box  270,  Amherst,  MA  01004. 
AA/EOE. _ (3) 


: :  i 


HUMAN 
RIGHTS 


r 

COMMISSION 


Responsible  for  enforcing 
municipal  civil  rights 
ordinance. 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Manage  office  and  plan  proj¬ 
ects,  work  with  other  city  offices 
and  community  organizations. 
Prior  office  support  expe¬ 
rience  required.  Full-time, 

$340  per  week  with  benefits. 

Housing  Case 
Coordinator 

Part-time  contract  position. 
Ckse  management  and 
community  outreach.  Approx¬ 
imately  25  hours  weekly. 
Contract  position  requires 
5  years  case  management 
investigation  experience  in 
civil  rights,  fair  housing  or 
related  experience.  Remuner¬ 
ation  negotiable  to  $1 7,500. 
Apply  by  July  28  to  Person¬ 
nel,  City  Hall,  Room  309, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

An  Affirmative  Action  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  (Voluntary 
■nformation  in  this  regard  is  welcome). 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


MAKE  AN  OFFER  I  CAN'T  REFUSE 

LF  has  roommate  position  available  9/1.  Full  or  part 
time.  Benefits:  lovely,  homey,  J.P.  apartment,  room 
furn./not,  W/D,  porches;  near  Arboretum,  T. 
Qualifications:  LF,  30-plus,  fun,  semi-veg.  No 
smokers/pets.  S343-plus.  Reply:  524-3725. _ (3) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTE 


ROXBURY 

Fori  Hill  I  bedroom  near  MBTA,  $650  plus  utilities, 
8/1 . 445-8662  John,  Fernando. 


for 

(4) 


Quiet  GWM  to  share  Ig  5  room  apt.,  Beverly,  sea-side. 
$450  per  month,  tel.  922-4785  after  7pm. _ (6) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

We  are  2LFs  seeking  2  more  LFs  for  our  home.  Apart¬ 
ment  is  2  floors  with  huge  rooms,  plenty  of  sun  and 
privacy.  One  kitten,  sorry,  no  more  pets.  We’re  looking 
for  women  with  humor,  maturity  and  other  attributes 
you  look  for  in  a  roommate.  Rooms  available  now  and 
9/1  $260-p!us.  No  drugs/smk,  min  alcohol,  no  imelda 
marcos  music.  522-0637,  (4) 

2  LFs,  1  dog,  seek  LF  for  semi-coop  Cambridgeport  3 

floor  house.  Near  T,  driveway,  backyard.  $270-plus  for 
bedroom  and  study.  Pets  okay.  661-6771. _ (4) 

Prof,  woman  seeks  M/F  for  beautiful  house  on  water  in 
Swampscott,  twenty  minute  commute  to  Boston. 
$S50-plus.  Call  599-8103. _ (4) 

LF,  37  seeks  roommate  to  share  beautiful,  quiet  apart¬ 
ment  10  minutes  from  JP.  No  pets  or  drugs.  $300-plus. 
Call  to  talk,  Sharron  296-1 184, _ (5) 

ALLSTON  HOUSEHOLD 

5  LFs  looking  for  6th  to  share  large  3  floor  house.  Semi- , 
coop.  Near  T  and  bus  route.  $254-plus,  available  Sept. 
1. 254-0448. _ _ _ (6) 

Quincy  five  rooms  two  bedrooms,  2nd  floor  of  2  family, 
porch,  washer  dryer  hookups.  $750  plus  utilities. 
843-5799. _ (3) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  34  seeks  same  28-plus  for  2  BR  apartment  near 
Orange  and  Green  Lines.  $3 10/month  plus  utilities.  One 
cat  and/or  birds  okay.  Available  9/1/89.  Mary 
522-2032,  leave  message. _ (4) 

Gay  man  looking  for  quiet  responsible  gay  man  or 
woman  non-smoker  for  3  bedroom  apartment  near  Cen¬ 
tral  Square.  $250-plus,  available  9/1.  Jeffrey  876-4818. 
_  (3) 

LF  32  and  dog  seek  non-smoker  to  share  condo  in  Port¬ 
smouth,  NH,  W/D,  pool,  tennis,  weights.  $325-plus 
utils.  (603)431-4165. _ (4) 

Furnished  room  to  rent  by  the  week  or  month,  sunny, 
quiet,  private  home,  separate  bath,  parking,  bus; 
women  preferred,  $100  a  week,  646-5311. _ (3) 

NOW  SHOWINGI 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  large  2BR  in  JP.  Quiet,  parking, 
walk  to  T.  Available  immediately.  $400.  More  details, 
call  524-6012. _ p) 

THERE’S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Non-smoking  roommate  to  share  spacious  sunny  2 
bedroom  apartment  with  GWM,  31,  between  Harvard 
and  Inman  Squares.  $400/month  plus  utilities.  Call 
547-8046. _  (3) 

HOUSE  OF  YOUR  DREAMS  IN  JPI 

4LFs  seek  2  more  to  complete  our  veggie,  queer  collec¬ 
tive  home.  (Sense  of  humor  helps).  Near  pond,  JP 
Licks,  responsible,  political,  easy-going,  2  cats,  1  dog. 
Available  Aug,  1,  $242-plus.  524-0821. _ (3) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  2  housemates  for  August,  1  for  September.  We 
are  mixed  men/women,  mixed  sexual  orientations,  semi- 
veg.  If  you  are  easy-going,  responsible,  non-smoking, 
cat-free,  call!  864-1466.  (25) 

LF  seeks  LF  roommate  for  2  bedroom  apartment  in 
•  Porter  Square.  Yard,  parking;  pets  negotiable. 
$375-plus  Vi  util.  Avail.  Aug.  1st.  Call  625-3121.  (3) 

HOUSE  OF  YOUR  DREAMS  IN  JP! 

4LFs  seek  2  more  to  complete  our  veggie,  queer  collec¬ 
tive  home.  (Sense  of  humor  helps).  Near  pond,  JP 
Licks,  responsible,  political,  easy-going,  2  cats,  1  dog. 
Available  Aug,  1.  $242-plus.  524-0821, _ (3) 

3  GM  and  1  LF  seek  3  others  (pref.  F)  for  gigantic, 

secluded  independent  JP  house.  Aug.  1/Sept.  1.  Rents 
from  $250-350  plus  utils.  You  must  see  to  believe!  4 
working  fireplaces,  2  porches,  4  baths,  2  kitchens, 
washer/dryer,  garage,  driveway,  etc.  983-0726. _ (3) 

BRIGHTON 

Roommates  wanted  by  two  gay  males  to  share  five 
bedroom  apartment  in  Brighton.  Eat-in  kitchen, 

bathroom,  wall-to-wall  carpeting,  convenient  to  public 
transportation.  Call  Scott  254-6219  or  Billy  782-0960.  (3) 

SOMERVILLE1WINTER  HILL 

LF  seeks  2  housemates  for  spacious  1st  floor  of  2  family 
home.  Convenient  to  Boston  and  93.  Porch,  full- 
kitchen,  large  public  areas,  basement  with  W/D.  $400 
plus.  Available  now,  Lindsay  776-7652;  923-2455.  (3) 

CENTRAL  SQUARE  CAMBRIDGE 
LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  third  floor,  2  bedroom,  freshly 
renovated  apartment  with  screened  porch.  Five  minutes 
from  T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets,  min. 
alcohol.  $310  plus  $  for  winter  warmth.  7/15-plus. 
491-2298. _ (3) 

LF  35  looking  to  live/apartment  hunt  with  1-3  others 
who  like  animals,  want  womyn  only’  space.  Erica 
524-1812. _ (3) 

LF  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  nice  JP  apartment,  porches, 
trees,  cats,  near  parks  and  T.  I  am  semi-vegetarian,  in¬ 
dependent,  friendly,  energetic.  Seek  compatible  person, 
$3 16-plus,  avail.  Aug.  1  or  later.  Call  Tusi  524-1812.  (3) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


P’TOWN  -  FUNKY  LUXURY 

and  best  location.  Peaceful  2  bedroom  condo  —  due  to 
cancelation  3  prime  August  weeks  reduced  from  $900  to 
$600  per  —  short  walk  from  Boat.  Hurry  up  and  have 
fun!  487-2157  til  7/21  or  755-1961,  and  leave  message. 
_ _ (3) 

CARNIVAL  IN  P-TOWN 

Fully  furnished  studio  apartment  sleeps  two  color  T.V., 
pool,  hottub.  Tennis  Carnival  Week,  Aug.  19-26th. 
$550  call  (203)661-7094. _ (4) 


VACATIONS 


GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (9) 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (9) 

Key  West.  Casa  Manana.  Very  private  villa,  perfect  for  2 
or  3  couples.  Lush  vegetation,  pool,  jacuzzi.  Book  now 
for  Halloween,  Hanukkah,  Xmas,  New  Years,  Valen¬ 
tines.  For  brochure  and  rates  call  (703)  886-5 151.  (4) 


APARTMENTS 


Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  sunny  one  bedrm  studio  in  lesbian 
owned  house,  offstreet  parking,  trees,  air,  view,  avail  8/1  or 
8/15, 9/1 ,  $545  ind  all,  436-2583. _  (4) 


FOR  SALE 


BLACK  LEATHER 

MOTORCYCLE  JACKETS.  Very  good  to  excellent 
condition.  Schott,  Perfecto,  Excelled,  &  Brooks  brands. 
Sizes  40  and  42.  Must  sell.  Best  reasonable  offer(s). 
497-9224  or  262-6282. _ (3) 

Vitamin  supplements.  Personal  and  Health  Care  Pro¬ 
ducts!  Exclusive  formations  and  specialty  items.  Herbal 
weight  control  plan  and  Body  Building  information. 
Brand  name  products  sold  reasonably.  For  FREE 
catalog,  write  Diane  Heitman,  4625  Edmar,  Imperial, 
Mo.  63052. _ (3) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


FREEDOM  FROM  RELIGION 

Join  an  outstanding,  national  group  working  to  protect 
state/church  separation.  $30  annual  dues  include  mon¬ 
thly  newspaper,  Freethought  Today.  P.O.  Box  750-(G), 
Madison,  Wl  53701. _ (3) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.  (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info, _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  _ (7) 


PUBLICATIONS 


BREAKTHROUGHI 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  1L  61054,  (17,36) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 

_ (ex) 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 .  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  loo1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas,  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland,  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail:  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St  .  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


PUBLICATIONS 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
*3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10, _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  M A  02139. _ (16.33) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA 
02181. _ _ _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  MI  48219.  (ex) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 


36-1848 


Prisoners 
SeekingH 
Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


PWA-RAG  -  FREE!! 

The  new  edition  of  Prisoner  With 
AIDS  —  Rights  Advocacy  Group 
newsletter,  with  letters  from  HIV 
positive,  PWARC/PWA  prisoners 
and  much  valuable  information  is 
now  available  for  FREE  from:  Fund 
for  Human  Dignity,  666  Broadway, 
New  York,  NY  10012;  or  from: 
National  AIDS  Network,  c/o  Phil 
Peiino,  2033  M  St  NW,  No.800, 
Washington  DC  20036.  Write  for  one 
now.  Educate  yourself  and  others. 
Organize!  Be  encouraged! 


BEHIND  THE  WALLS  (BTW)  — 
New  prisoner  support  newsletter, 
resource  guide,  penpal  service  and 
news  and  legal  information.  Write 
now  for  your  (prisoners)  FREE  copy. 
BTW,  5  Star  Press,  PO  Box  4167, 
Halfmoon  NY  12065. 


1—  tv 
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BOOKS  FOR  WOMEN! 

We  are  an  anti-authoritarian  workers  collective ! 
and  we  offer  FREE  books  to  women  in  prison.  { 
We  also  accept  donations  of  books  or  money  I 
from  non-prisoners.  Write:  Books  For  Prisoners,  I 
Left  Bank  Books,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle  WAS 
98101. 


OFF  OUR  BACKS,  a  women’s  liberation  j’our 
nal  of  news  and  features  is  free  to  women  in 
prison.  Write  them  at-  OOB,  2423  18th  St  NW, 
Washington  DC  20009 


I’m  serving  time  for  forgery  and  am  interested 
in  writing  someone,  any  age,  for  friendship. 
My  interests  include  reading,  music,  theatre, 
sports,  and  traveling.  I  want  to  finish 
cosmetology  school  and  get  my  beautician 
license.  I’d  also  like  to  get  your  paper.  Ricky 
HAMM,  89119,  Star  Rt  Box  22-B,  Tucker  AR 
72168. 


38  yr  old  black  bisexual  male  would  like  to  hear 
form  someone  out  there  in  the  free  world. 
Robert  Lee  ANDERSON,  EF-166918,  4600 
Fulton  Mill  Rd,  Macon  GA  31213. 


I’m  just  a  gay  fellow  seeking  companionship  of 
Black  men  who  have  been  blessed  with  more 
than  the  average.  Safe  sex  is  a  must.  Fabulous 
Phil  MUSGRAVE,  32759-080,  Box  1000, 
Seagoville  TX  75159. 


22  yr  old  gay  male  would  like  to  correspond 
with  other  gay  males  for  friendship.  Robby 
MORGAN,  152366,  1012  W.  Columbia,  Farm- 
ington  MO  63640.  


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues, 
oof).  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009, _ (ex)' 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  23  Somerville,  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues;  * 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $  1 5/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ _ (ex) 


URGENT  need  for  legal  representation.  A  mat¬ 
ter  of  constitutional  rights  violation.  Willing  to 
put  up  collateral  of  1914  antique  alto  sax¬ 
ophone.  Scheduled  for  release  in  Nov.  1989. 
Please  help.  Ricky  MADDIX,  39404,  Box  7 
(IB-130),  Moberly  MO  65270, _ 

MARRIED,  but  LEGAL??  My  lover  &  I  were 
married  by  an  inmate  ordained  minister  and  are 
now  seeking  information  about  how  to  make 
our  marriage  legal,  so  we  would  not  have  any 
problems  later  through  the  years.  Also  my  bet¬ 
ter  half  is  being  transferred  to  another  prison, 
so  we  won’t  be  able  to  write  each  other!  Any 
help  you  can  give  us  with  these  problems  (for 
example,  being  an  outside  address  ‘go-between’ 
for  us!)  would  be  appreciated.  Leon  REID, 
07377-000,  Box  1000,  Lewisburg  PA  17837. 

KYLE - No  matter  where  we  go  or  what  we 

do,  I’ll  always  love  you!  BLUE _ 

TV,  25,  who  likes  other  TV/TSs,  looking  for 
penpal.  I  enjoy  kinky  sex,  get  along  with  all 
races.  Need  penpal  despertly!  Dave  BEIDLER, 
67043,  Rincon  HU4,  10,000  S.  Wilmont,  Tuc- 
son  AZ  85777. _ 

I  am  a  fresh  virgin  who  recently  stepped  out  of 

the  closet,  vary  open  minded  to  any  thing.  I  still 
have  a  lot  of  learning  the  I  would  enjoy  to  be 
taught  in  the  future.  But  my  main  desire  is  just 
for  penpal  friendship  for  the  present  time.  Ed¬ 
die  RISDAL,  Box  316,  Ft  Madison  IA  52627. 
48  yr  old  bisexual  male  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  those  of  you  who  have  uncommon 
desires  and  into  sex  out  of  the  ordinary.  I’m  in¬ 
to  pornography,  NAMBLA  and  would  love  to 
share  experiences,  Lee  CLOUD,  C-59987,  Box 
705,  LB-124,  Soledad  CA  93960. _ 

Calling  COLORADO! 

GM  26  in  need  of  info  on  the  Colorado  prison 
system.  Will  be  transferred  there  in  the  future. 
Also  would  like  a  penpal.  Interests  include 
writing,  reading,  light  politics,  sports.  Not  into 
games.  Larry  A1RINGTON,  379370  (A2-25), 
Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852. 


28  yr  old  gay  male,  butterscotch  complexion, 
seeks  a  friendship  with  other  gay  males.  Race 
and  age  unimportant.  Gary  MOORE,  41439, 
1012  W.  Columbia,  Farmington  MO  63640, 


Due  for  parole  soon,  seeking  friendship  to  con¬ 
tinue  after  release.  Please  write.  Daniel 
KLUEG,  161721,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO 
65102. 


Yuppie  in  need  of  tender  loving  and  hot  sex.  A 
long  lasting  romance  is  my  dream.  If  you  have 
dreams  of  candle  lit  dinners  and  holding  hands 
on  the  beach,  let’s  connect.  Bruce  KNIGHT, 
B-7,  12598-057,  Box  1000,  Seagoville  TX 
75159. 


Intelligent  28  yr  old  gay  male,  Libra,  into 
weightlifting  and  healthy  bodies,  seeks  cor¬ 
respondence  from  other  gay  males  also  into 
body  building.  Race  not  important.  Thomas 
REASONS,  Box  B-37680,  Florence  AZ  85232. 


Black  bodybuilder,  25,  seeks  to  correspond 
with  TVs  of  any  race  who  value  the  meaning  of 
a  true  relationship.  My  hobbies  are  going  to  the 
beach,  jazz  music,  and  watching  ballet  dancing. 
J.R.  TAYLOR,  11912-198,  Box  1700  AD  unit, 
Black  Canyon- 1,  Phoenix  AZ  85027. 


I  would  like  to  correspond  with  Bisexual  men 
and  women  interested  in  Health,  Bicycling, 
Vegetarian  foods,  nudity  and  the  finer  things  in 
life.  Age  and  race  doesn’t  matter.  Prisoners  ok 
too.  Andy  COUCH,  365097,  Rt  1  Box  16, 
Lovelady  TX  75851. 


I’m  a  GAY  prisoner  looking  for  some  cor¬ 
respondence  with  anyone,  free  world  or 
prisoner.  I’m  36,  not  looking  for  financial  help, 
just  looking  for  a  ‘FRIEND’  I  can  relate  with, 
tell  my  secrets  too  and  forget  the  misery  of  be¬ 
ing  here  for  a  time.  James  MANUEL,  96839, 
Camp  H  Unit  One  C-dorm,  LA  State  Peniten- 
tiary,  Angola  LA  70712. 


HONEY! 

I  hear  you  help  gay  prisoners  who  are  in  the 
‘hole’  like  me  to  get  a  paper  worth  reading  and 
some  pen  friends.  I’d  be  very  grateful  honey  if 
you  would  grant  me  this  request.  I’d  like  to 
hear  from  any  gay  single  sweet  hearts  out  there 
who’s  wanting  a  gay  cutie  to  write  for  friend¬ 
ship.  John  GIBBS,  D-49364,  4A-8C-101-U,  PO 
Box  1902-A,  Tehachapi  CA  93561. 


In  need  of  loving  GM,  TV,  TS  to  write  this 
total  homosexual.  Love  to  suck  cock  with  fat 
red  head.  Fr,  Gr,  WS,  TT,  FF,  etc.  Can’t  write 
prisoners,  please.  Ronald  (Baby  Face)  POST, 
183812,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 
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27  Thursday  □  Win,  Lose  or 
Draw  to  benefit  GCN  at 
Moonshine  (Club  Cabaret),  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 
Info:  426-4469. 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 


22  Saturday 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Network  Co-ed  Picnic  at  the 

Hatch  Shell.  Noon.  Bring  your  own  picnic.  247-6683(BIS- 
MOVE). 

Cambridge  □  Summer  in  the  City  Women’s 
Dance.  Drug,  alcohol  and  smoke  free.  D.J.  Whitman, 
D.J.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
9pm.  $5  more  or  less. 

Brookline  □  Andy  Warhol's  film  Portrait  of  Ted 
O’Neill  will  be  shown  at  Brookline  Art  Center  to  benefit 
Coolidge  Comer  Theatre  Foundation.  86  Monmouth 
Street.  8pm.  566-57 IS. 

23  Sunday 

Boston  □  People’s  Folk  Festival.  Showcasing  the  best 
local  musicians.  Govt.  Center.  Sharon  Sue  Kleinan 
265-3929. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

meet  for  kite  flying.  Lars  Anderson  Park.  I  pm.  Margaret, 
524-8070. 

Boston  □  Fundraiser  for  Keith  St  John  openly  Black 
gay  candidate  for  Albany,  N.Y.  city  council.  173  Warren 
Avenue,  (home  of  Jim  Voltz).  3  to  6pm.  $20  suggested 
donation.  Jim,  267-83 1 1 . 

24  Monday 

Boston  □  Virginia  LaLonde  Legal  Fund  strategy 
meeting.  Episcopal  Diocese  Church.  138  Tremont  St. 
Park  Street  T.  7pm. 

Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network. 

Volunteer  Night.  7:30pm.  247-6683 (BIS-MOVE). 

Boston  □  WORKFORCE  performs  at  the  Channel,  25 
Necco  Street.  1 1  pm.  Wheelchair  accessible.  236-4538. 

Boston  □  Candidates'  Night  and  Endorsement 
Meeting  sponsored  by  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  Victory  Fund. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street.  7pm.  Will,  282-0348. 

26  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 

meets  at  GCN,  62  Berkeley,  near  Back  Bay  and  Arlington 
T-stops.  6:30pm.  Bi-weekly.  Info:  Carla,  524-3370. 

27  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Win,  Lose  or  Draw  to  benefit  GCN.  Moon¬ 
shine  at  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 
426-4469. 


Provincetown  □  Cris  Williamson  performs  through 
August  10.  Post  Office  Cabaret.  7:30pm.  with  additional 
5pm.  shows  Sat.  $12.  (508)  487-6400. 

28  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Falmouth  □  Cape  Cod  AIDS  Council  and  WMVY 
Radio  present  Tom  Rush,  Jonathan  Edwards,  Kate 
Taylor,  Cheryl  Wheeler  and  the  Whale  Suits  in  a  benefit 
concert.  Gus  Canty  Recreation  Center,  Main  Street. 
7:30pm.  $17  door,  $15  advance.  (508)  771-8881. 

29  Saturday 

Provincetown  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  Annual  Summer  Party.  1 1  Commercial 
Street.  5-8pm.  $25,  50,  100  and  up.  426-1350. 

Boston  □  BAGLY  9th  Anniversary  Party  at  the 

YWCA,  140  Clarendon  Street.  8pm.-  lam.  $5.  523-7363. 

Cambridge  □  Mobilization  for  Survival  benefit 
dance  featuring  Cabal,  Pitbull,  and  Hed  Wig  (Boston 
Bands).  First  Congregational  Church,  1 1  Garden  Street. 
8pm.  $4.  354-0008. 

30  Sunday 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  to  benefit  BICEP 
(Bisexual  Community  Engaging  in  Politics)  at  The  Twelve, 
1270  Boylston  Street.  6- 1 0pm.  $2. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  N.E.  Club  Night  at  1 19 
Merrimack,  119  Merrimack  Street.  5-9pm. 

31  Monday 

Somerville  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

fundraiser  featuring  Rep.  Joe  Mackey.  At  Richard  Braun's 
home.  7pm.  776-6956. 

August  I  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  to 
discuss  “Gay  Rights  Report."  Lindemann  Center,  25 
Stamford  Street  (2nd  Floor  —  Revere  Room)  8- 1 0pm. 
742-7897. 

3  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

4  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Allston  □  Song  of  Absence  at  Double  Edge  Theatre,  5 
St.  Luke's  Road.  9pm.  $12,  $15.  (also  8/5,  II,  12) 
254-4228. 

6  Sunday 

Somerville  □  GLOSS,  Gays  and  Lesbians  on  Somer¬ 
ville  and  Surroundings  potluck  with  mayoral  candidates 
Capuano  and  Buonomo.  6pm.  Mike,  628-2643  or  Cissy 
628-2825. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  monthly  potluck  at 
the  home  of  James  A.  7pm.  825-3737. 


Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  and  Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages, 
abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm. 
547-3889. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Collective  presents 
Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  all  ages,  abilities. 
Wed.  eves.,  Sat.  afternoons.  574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  ‘‘Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5 
FM.  7/23  Cindy  Patton,  7/30  Rev.  Paul  Diederich,  pastor 
of  St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox  Church. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  7/24  Heterosexuality  and 
Lesbianism,  7/31  Seperatism.  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  I  st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-  10pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Rm.  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  Col¬ 
lege.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 


Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  7/25 
Feminism,  8/1  Choosing  (or  not  choosing)  children. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  7/25 
Issues  in  the  Workplace,  8/1  Transitions  and  Passage.  The 
Women's  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  ‘‘Say  it,  Sister!"  WMBR,  88.1  FM. 
7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women 
of  all  ages,  abilities.  See  Sat.  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T., 
Building  66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
sale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8: 30- 1 0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project- Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women’s  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 


Run  that  Sucker  at  Six!!! 

N.  Leigh  Dunlap 

St.  Martin’s  Press,  N.Y.,  1989 

$6.95  paper,  1 15pp. 

Wendel  on  the  Rebound 
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The  lovable  world  of 
queer  comix 

New  collections  of  Wendel  and  Morgan  Calabrese 


horse  New  York  Native  parodies  in  which  a 
psychotic  gay  newspaper  publisher  (ho-ho) 
advances  conspiracy  theories  about  AIDS 
(ho-ho-ho)  which  involve  space  pods  (Stop! 
You’re  killing  me).  Episodes  such  as  these 
feel  absolutely  endless  and  drag  the  collec¬ 
tion  down. 

While  I  still  read  Wendel  every  time  The 
Advocate  falls  into  my  hands,  Wendel  on 
the  Rebound  is  a  clear  reminder  that  less  is 
more. 


Reviewed  by  Christopher  Wittke 

Imagine  my  disappointment  when 
Howard  Cruse’s  latest  collection  of 
Wendel  comics  left  me  feeling  un¬ 
satisfied.  Wendel  is  one  of  the  most  lovable 
undergound  comic  characters  to  ever  crop 
up  —  he  and  his  pals  Sterno,  Deb  and  Tina, 
his  lover  Ollie  and  Ollie’s  kid  Farley  have 
been  running  in  The  Advocate  for  a  big 
chunk  of  the  ’80s.  The  gang  has  certainly 
seen  its  share  of  ups-and-downs;  love,  lust, 
homophobia,  ambition,  AIDS,  and  of 
course,  the  wacky  world  of  corporate  gay 
publishing  have  all  been  covered  in  Wendel. 

The  problem  with  Wendel  on  the  Re¬ 
bound  is  that  it  is  dependent  on  the  structure 
of  the  comic  strip  as  it  appears  in  The  Ad¬ 
vocate.  Two-page  episodes  with  an  average 
of  16  panels  each  allow  Cruse  the  room  to 
play  around  with  wordy  dialogue  and  clever 
subplots.  While  this  makes  for  a  nifty  bi¬ 
weekly  read  with  a  serial  structure  that 
brings  you  back  for  more,  lump  over  50  of 
these  babies  together  and  you’re  cruising 
down  the  road  to  Wendel  overkill. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong,  Cruse  is  a  ground¬ 
breaking  comic  pioneer  —  one  of  the  first 
underground  cartoonists  to  come  out  —  and 
his  stylish  and  detailed  artwork  betrays  a 
real  love  for  his  characters.  There  are  some 
singularly  wonderful  episodes  included  in 
Wendel  on  the  Rebound  —  among  them  the 
series  in  which  Wendel  visits  an  old  friend 
who  now  has  AIDS.  That  this  pre-dated 
Garry  Trudeau’s  Doonesbury  series  on  a 
PWA  and  that  the  strips  each  covered  simi¬ 
lar  ground  is  a  telling  sign  of  Cruse’s  in¬ 
fluence. 

But  for  every  joyous  section  such  as  this 
there  are  tedious  segments  like  the  “Ollie 
decides  to  become  an  actor  and  has  to  ap¬ 
pear  nude”  episodes  or  the  flogging-a-dead- 


•  •• 


Imagine  my  surprise  when  the  second  col¬ 
lection  of  Morgan  Calabrese  comics  by  les¬ 
bian  cartoonist  N.  Leigh  Dunlap,  Run  that 
Sucker  at  Six!!!,  turned  out  to  be  an  un¬ 
mitigated  delight.  The  charms  of  the  Cala¬ 
brese  strip,  syndicated  in  gay  and  lesbian 
newspapers  all  over  the  place,  had  hereto¬ 
fore  eluded  me.  I  always  felt  as  if  I  picked  up 
a  serial  in  the  middle  of  the  action  and  could 
never  get  a  handle  on  what  the  heck  was  go¬ 
ing  on. 

Of  course,  it  didn’t  help  that  I  couldn’t 
tell  the  gender  of  the  characters  (although  a 
dyke  fan  of  the  strip  recently  told  me  “It’s 
easy  —  all  the  gay  men  have  moustaches”). 
But  Run  that  Sucker  at  Six!!!  has  changed 
all  that.  Like  all  good  comics  collections, 
page  one  has  descriptions  of  the  major  char¬ 
acters,  in  this  case  lesbians  Morgan  and 
Kyle,  and  gay  man  Phillip.  And  once  you  get 
to  know  these  people,  you  want  to  be  friends 
for  life. 

With  elegantly  minimal  line  drawings  and 
dialogue  that  has  a  refreshing  economy  (a 
lot  gets  said  with  a  few  words),  N.  Leigh 
Dunlap  lets  the  universe  unfold.  We  stick 
with  Morgan,  destined  to  be  the  fictional 
lesbian  hero  of  the  ’90s,  as  she  makes  sense 
of  her  crazy  world.  Morgan  deals  with  the 
holidays,  tries  to  build  bridges  with  her 
family,  and  ever  attempts  to  be  supportive 
of  her  friends. 

The  triumph  of  the  collection,  however, 
comes  when  the  narrative  follows  Phillip  to 
the  gay  resort  town  of  Provincetown.  Fro¬ 
zen  with  AIDS  anxiety  and  the  fear  of  in¬ 
timacy,  he  skips  out  on  a  blind  date  by  run¬ 
ning  to  P’Town  and  going  to  work  on  a 
whale  watch.  In  his  apartment  he  encoun- 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


THE  HEAT  IS  ON. 


IVLike  this  summer  sizzle  with  Gay  Selections,  New  England's  most 
exciting  meeting  service. 

With  “voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections,  you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share 
your  lifestyle  and  live  in  your  area.  Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen 
or  more  messages  from  other  gay  men,  then  respond  to  those  messages 
that  spark  your  interest. 

So  go  ahead  and  feel  the  heat. 


GAY 

SELECTIONS 

1-900-456-3700 


Only  89<  per  minute.  Must  he  18  years  or  older.  O  Jartcl,  Inc..  1989. 
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